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The  50  Plus  Club  Reunion 


The  Office  of  Development 
and  Alumni  Affairs  at 
Northwestern  State  Uni- 
versity hosted  its  annual  50 
plus  Club  Reunion  Saturday, 
Nov.  16.  for  those  NSU  alumni 
who  graduated  over  50  years 
ago. 

A  10:30  a.m.  reception  was 
held  in  the  President's  Room  of 
the  Friedman  Student  Union, 
according  to  Director  of  Alumni 
Development  Elise  James.  Fol- 
lowing that,  lunch  was  served 


in  the  Student  Union  Ball- 
room. 

"This  is  our  special  group 
of  Northwestern  (Normal) 
graduates  that  we  consider  to 
be  so  important  because  they 
make  up  the  spirit  on  which 
we  have  built  what  we  have 
today,"  said  James.  "We  just 
wanted  to  say  thanks  to  them 
for  their  continued  support." 

Natchitoches  residents  Dr. 
Jolly  and  Marie  Harper  were 
present   at   the   event.      Dr. 


Harper,  along  with  four  other 
graduates  helped  start  the  50 
plus  Club  Reunion  many  years 
ago.  Over  120  graduates 
attended  this  year's  reunion, 
with  Mrs  Zelda  (Allen)  Gard- 
ner of  Shreveport,  represent- 
ing the  oldest  graduating 
class— 1924. 

"It's  a  time  when  we  can 
recognize  our  graduates  and 
the  contributions  they  have 
made  to  NSU  in  a  very  special 
way,"  said  James. 
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The  Teaching  "Spirit"  of  Northwestern 


Dear  Northwestern  Graduates: 

Your  Alma  Mater  has  done  it  again!  Spring  enrollment  is  up  for  the  12th  straight 
semester.  The  1996  spring  count  is  at  8,700  students.  The  director  of  Admissions, 
along  with  faculty  and  staff,  has  done  a  super  job  in  making  this  happen.  All  the  new 
and  innovative  programs  now  offered,  as  well  as  great  student  life  activities  at 
Northwestern,  encourages  students  to  make  their  choice  Northwestern. 

Your  Alumni  Association  was  very  busy  the  fall  of  1995.  We  held  a  tailgate  party 
in  Monroe,  prior  to  the  NSU-NLU  game.  Homecoming  1995  was  a  big  success,  with 
many  Alumni  returning  to  campus.  We  traveled  to  the  McNeese  game  and  attended 
the  Alumni  party  hosted  by  General  and  Mrs.  Erbon  Wise  at  their  lovely  camp  and 
the  annual  50+  Club  Reunion  was  well  attended. 

The  really  exciting  event  was  the  beginning  of  an  Alumni  Chapter  in  Memphis, 
TN.  For  more  information  on  the  new  chapter,  please  read  the  article  in  the 
magazine. 

By  the  time  you  read  this  letter,  those  of  you  that  bought  the  1996  Alumni 
Directory  are  enjoying  finding  old  friends. 

Spring  events  scheduled  as  we  go  to  press  are  an  Alumni  party  in  San  Antonio  on 
February  16th  for  participants  of  the  TMEA  Convention  that  are  our  graduates.  The 
Joe  Delaney  Golf  tournament  will  be  April  1st  in  Shreveport  at  Northwood  Country 
Club.  April  13th,  Demon  baseball  will  be  in  Baton  Rouge  to  play  LSU  and  we  will 
have  a  tailgate  party  prior  to  the  game.  April  27th  is  the  annual  Chris  Roper 
Memorial  Golf  Tournament  at  the  Northwestern  Recreation  Complex.  May  10th  we 
sponsor  the  Second  Diploma  event  for  the  class  of  1946 — 50  years  ago  they 
graduated  from  Northwestern. 

As  you  can  see,  Spring  1996  for  Alumni  will  be  filled  with  events.  If  you  are 
interested  in  any  of  these  activities,  please  give  us  a  call  at  (318)  357-4414. 

As  the  spring  issue  of  the  Alumni  Columns  is  going  to  press,  I  must  talk  about  the 
campus.  This  campus  is  the  most  beautiful  in  Louisiana.  Beautiful  flowers,  trees 
budding  out  everywhere  and  students  walking  the  campus  to  enjoy  the  beauty. 

We  invite  you  back  to  see  for  yourself  the  growth  and  beauty  of  your  University. 


Sincerely, 

Klisc  P.  James 

Director  of  Alumni  Development 
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About  the  cover.  In  this  issue  of 
the  Alumni  Columns,  the  four 
Northwestern  faculty  members 
featured  on  the  covct,  discuss  why 
they  enjoy  teaching.  Pictured  (left  to 
right)  are  Dr.  Susan  C.  White, 
Dr.  Hiram  F.  Gregory,  Dr.  Jean 
D'Amato  and  Mr.  Tony  Smith. 

Their  perspectives  reflect  the 
faculty's  overriding  "Spirit"  towards 
teaching  .  Their  discussions  begin 
on  page  2. 


It  is  the  policy  of  Northwestern  Slate  University  of 
Louisiana  not  to  discriminate  on  the  bases  of  race,  color, 
religion,  sex,  national  origin,  age,  or  disability  in  its  educa- 
tional programs,  activities  or  employment  practices  as  re- 
quired by  Title  VI  and  Title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1964,  Age  Discrimination  in  Employment  Act  of  1967,  the 
Equal  Pay  Act  of  1 963,  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act 
of  1990,  Executive  Order  1 1 246,  Sections  503  and  Section 
SOJofthe  rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  and  Section  402of  the 
Vietnam  Era  Veterans  Readjustment  Assistance  Act  of 
1974. 
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Office  of  the  President 

Northwestern  State  University 


Editor's  note:  On  Jan.  5,  Dr.  Robert  Alost  announced  that  he  would  retire  as 
Northwestern' s  president  effective  June  30. 

Dear  Alumni: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  continued 
support  of  Northwestern  over  the  past  10  years.  Northwestern  has  a  very 
bright  future  because  of  the  people  who  work  and  learn  here. 

I  leave  Northwestern  with  mixed  emotions.  I  will  miss  the  daily  interaction 
with  the  exceptional  faculty  and  staff  and  the  bright  students  who  make  this 
university  such  a  special  place.  But  I  look  forward  to  new  challenges. 

Ten  years  ago,  Northwestern  was  going  through  a  rough  period.  But  the 
same  people  who  were  here  when  the  University  was  having  problems  were 
the  same  ones  who  helped  pull  it  up  by  the  bootstraps.  Each  year  we  survey 
our  students  to  find  out  what  they  like  and  don't  like  about  Northwestern.  The 
thing  they  like  most  is  our  faculty  and  staff.  And  that  has  been  the  case  every 
year. 

Over  the  last  decade,  enrollment  is  up  by  71  percent  and  we  have 
developed  new,  innovative  academic  programs  including  the  Louisiana 
Scholars  College,  a  doctoral  program  in  educational  technology  and  a 
bachelors'  program  in  hospitality  management  and  tourism.  Northwestern  has 
also  gained  national  attention  through  the  work  of  the  National  Center  for 
Preservation  Technology  and  Training  and  our  debate 
program  which  has  been  the  top  program  in  the  country  over 
the  last  five  years. 

But  I  can't  emphasize  enough  the  work  that  our  faculty 
and  staff  do  every  day.  We  have  outstanding  teachers  in 
every  discipline  and  it  doesn't  take  long  to  realize  how  good 
they  are.  You  can  just  walk  through  any  of  our  academic 
buildings  and  hear  the  quality  of  teaching  that  goes  on  at 
Northwestern. 

I've  enjoyed  my  tenure  as  president.  It  has  always  meant 
a  great  deal  to  me  that  the  State  Board  of  Trustees  gave  me 
an  opportunity  to  serve  my  alma  mater.  And  it  was  also 
gratifying  that  so  many  of  you  would  support  Northwestern 
in  so  many  ways  including  encouraging  your  children  and 
grandchildren  to  attend  NSU. 

Thank  you  again  for  all  you've  done  to  make  Northwestern  a  truly  special 
place. 

Sincerely, 


Robert  A.  Alost 
President 


The  ivory 
tower  where 
faculty  are 
isolated  from 
the  real  world 
of  teaching 
has  never 
existed  at 
Northwestern. 


^~^f  ince  its  beginnings.  Northwestern  has 
^^  placed  a  strong  emphasis  on  classroom 
K~J  teaching.  The  following  passage  in  the 
University's  mission  statement  spells  out  the 
importance  of  teaching. 

". .  .The  University  places  the  highest 
premium  on  excellence  in  teaching.  Effective 
instruction  in  the  classroom  and  laboratory  is 
the  sine  qua  non  of  the  institution.  The  faculty 
has  no  greater  responsibility. . ." 

Northwestern  President  Dr.  Robert  Alost  believes 
that  the  faculty  lives  up  to  that  high  standard. 

"When  I  was  a  student  here,  the  teachers  went 
beyond  the  call  of  duty  to  also  serve  as  mentors.  My 
teachers  played  a  major  role  in  my  life  and  the  faculty 
today  play  the  same  role  in  the  lives  of  our  students." 

An  example  of  the  importance  Northwestern  places 
on  teaching  is  the  use  of  'Teaching  Circles,"  which  was 
developed  by  Professor  of  Mathematics  Dr.  Stan 


Chadick.  Under  this  program,  experienced  teachers 
work  with  newer  teachers  to  identify  and  discuss 
characteristics  of  effective  teaching.  This  program  was 
featured  in  the  New  York  Times  and  was  commended 
by  a  team  from  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools. 

Faculty  at  Northwestern  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  the  classroom  with  the  average  faculty  member 
teaching  four  to  five  classes  per  semester.  Most  faculty 
also  teach  during  the  summer. 

"It's  difficult  to  express  in  words,  but  I  think 
I  chose  teaching,  and  enjoy  being  part  of  the 
teaching  profession,  because  I  enjoy  people — 
having  a  rapport  with  them,  giving  them  some 
information  I  feel  could  be  interesting  and 
useful,  and  hopefully  having  a  positive  effect 
on  their  lives,"  said  Associate  Professor  of 
Music  Tony  Smith,  a  1990  recipient  of  the 
Alumni  Association' s  Outstanding  Teacher 
Award.  "All  of  this  was  very  appealing  to  me, 
and  I'm  sure  influenced  my  decision  to  become 
a  teacher." 

Students  agree  that  a  good  teacher  can  make  a  major 
difference  in  a  student's  academic  success. 

"It's  good  to  have  professors  who  don't  set 
themselves  off  away  from  you,"  said  Nickey  Oakes,  an 
accounting  major  from  Houston.  "A  good  teacher 
provides  you  with  good  explanations  and  is  always 
there  to  help  when  you  need  it." 

Students  don't  expect  teachers  to  stand  in  front  of  a 
class  and  give  them  the  one  answer  or  one  solution  to  a 
problem. 

"A  professor  should  try  to  get  the  students  to  think 
for  themselves."  said  John  Dillon,  a  student  in  the 
Louisiana  Scholars'  College  from  Homer.  "A  college 
classroom  is  where  people  should  become  individuals." 

But  what  are  some  of  the  qualities  of  a  good 
teacher? 

"I  think  a  good  teacher  is  well-grounded  in  content 
that  is  to  be  taught  and  has  a  love  of  the  field  that 
prompts  the  teacher  to  read  about  and  discuss  facets  of 
the  discipline,"  said  Dean  of  Instruction  and  Graduate 
Studies  Dr.  Randall  J.  Webb.  "They  also  need  an 
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enthusiasm  for  leaching  that  is  demonstrated  in  the 
classroom  or  laboratory. 

Webb  believes  that  knowledge  alone  is  not  enough. 

"A  good  teacher  should  also  possess  a  caring 
attitude  toward  and  respect  for  the  worth  of  each 
individual  student,"  he  said.  "They  should  also  have  a 
cheerful,  smiling  demeanor  that  conveys  to  students 
that  they  may  approach  the  faculty  member  with  case, 
an  openness  to  assisting  students  in  the  classroom  or 
faculty  office. 

"A  good  instructor  should  also  have  an  air  of 
friendliness  and  support  that  conveys  to  students  that 
the  faculty  member  is  sincerely  interested  in  their 
welfare  and  desires  to  contribute  toward  developing 
them  to  their  full  potential." 

Often,  a  student's  full  potential  will  be  developed 
once  they  take  what  they  have  learned  in  the 
classroom  and  apply  it  to  their  chosen  field. 

"One  of  the  joys  of  teaching  is  watching 
students  learn  to  do  what  I  like  to  do  and  then 
seeing  them  go  out  and  do  it,"  said  Professor 
of  Anthropology  Dr.  H.F.  Gregory,  a  1993 
recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Teacher  Award. 
"I've  been  fortunate  to  have  many  students 
who  have  gone  on  and  done  very  well.  It's 
kind  of  fun  for  me  to  see  a  student  go  back 
and  re-examine  research  I  did  10  or  20  years 
ago  and  add  to  the  information  on  the  subject 
or  find  things  I  may  have  missed. " 

In  this  issue  of  the  Alumni  Columns,  four 
Northwestern  faculty  will  discuss  why  they  enjoy 
teaching  and  how  scholarly  research  improves  their 
teaching.  Two  of  the  faculty,  Smith  and  Gregory,  have 
been  named  as  recipients  of  the  Alumni  Association's 
Outstanding  Teacher  Award.  Gregory  and  Smith  along 
with  the  other  two,  Associate  Professor  of  Classics  Dr. 
Jean  D'Amato  and  Assistant  Professor  of  Business  Dr. 
Susan  White  are  nationally  recognized  scholars  who 
are  also  active  in  campus  and  community  activities. 


O  usan  C.  White  has  been  a  member  of  Northwestern' s  faculty  since 
kJ  1989.  She  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  business  analysis  from  Texas  \&M 
University  and  a  B.A.  in  English  and  an  M. HA.  from  liaylor 
University.  Her  main  research  emphasis  is  the  applications  of  neural 
networks  to  business  decision  making.  She  has  presented  invited 
addresses  to  several  national  and  international  conferences  and  is 
published  in  the  journal,  Decision  Sciences.  She  is  preparing  a 
chapter  on  neural  networks  for  Computer-Aided  Process  and  Quality 
Control  forthcoming  from  Marcel  Dekker. 
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6ome  Thoughts  on  Teaching 

by  Dr.  6u<san  C.  While 


The  courses  I  typically  leach  arc  usually  required  of  the 
student  and  entered  into  with  much  dread.  Therefore,  for 
me,  enthusiasm  and  involvement  arc  the  keys  to  effective 
teaching  and  learning.  If  I  am  not  genuinely  excited  about  the 
material  I  am  presenting,  then  it  is  very  unlikely  that  my 
students  will  overcome  their  fears  and  be  interested  in  learning 
about  it.  Furthermore,  if  I  cannot  get  the  students  involved  in 
the  learning  process,  then  very  little  of  the  learning  will 
"slick."  Finally,  if  I  am  not  excited  about  being  with  a 
particular  class  or  student  at  a  particular  time,  then  the  class 
or  student  will  know  it.  I  will  have  failed  as  an  instructor 
before  the  class  and  as  a  compassionate  human  before  the 
individual  student. 

I  want  my  students  to  experience  the  wonderful  world  of 
number  and  numerical  analysis.  (I  do  not  mean  numerical 
analysis  in  the  strict  mathematics  sense  of  the  term,  but  in 
terms  of  thinking  clearly  about  the  meaning  of  numbers  in  a 
given  context.)  I  realize  that  very  few  of  my  students  will 
become  professional  statisticians;  however,  I  feel  that  it  is 
crucial  for  them  to  become  very  well  informed  consumers  of 
statistical  data.  Whatever  business  field  they  enter,  they  will 
likely  sec  a  lot  of  data  and  a  lot  of  analyses.  1  want  them  to 
understand  enough  to  know  whether  the  analyses  are 
appropriate  or  potentially  biased.  I  want  to  make  real  for 
them  the  need  to  understand  what  is  transpiring.  I  want  them 
to  be  excited  about  these  opportunities.  I  want  them  to 
question  everything. 

I  try  to  motivate  the  students'  desires  to  learn  by  presenting 
concrete  examples  of  "Numbers  in  Action"  —  some  from  a 
business  perspective  and  some  from  other  perspectives,  such 
as  sports.  I  try  to  attack  from  as  many  angles  as  possible  to 
have  a  better  chance  of  reaching  each  student  individually.  I 
love  baseball,  and  that  is  a  sport  rich  in  numbers  of  every 
imaginable  shape,  form,  and  fashion.  I  point  this  out  to  those 
who  like  sports  but  dread  statistics.  In  addition,  my  current 
research  in  neural  networks  allows  for  opportunities  to  bring 
intriguing  examples  to  class. 
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I  encourage  students  involvement  with  in-class  exercises, 
"student"  lectures,  and  open  question-and-answer  sessions. 
I  feel  that  involvement  indicates  some  passion  toward  the 
subject.  In  some  cases  where  the  class  is  divided  on  the 
"best"  answer,  I  ask  for  a  spokesman  to  defend  each  choice. 
Usually,  the  class  will  then  see  what  is  correct  and  what  is 
incorrect  and,  most  importantly,  why.  But  the  discussions 
must  begin  with  excitement  and  involvement. 

Since  my  return  to  Northwestern  State  University,  I  have 
been  actively  involved  in  designing  and  redesigning  virtually 
every  course  I  teach.  Specifically,  I  have  redesigned  the 
introductory  statistics  course  to  include  automated 
computerized  homework  and  practice  sessions.  I  have 
redesigned  the  production  systems  class  to  include  computer 
labs  and  in-class  group  exercises.  I  offered  the  intermediate 
statistics  course  for  the  first  time  in  five  years.  I  redesigned 
the  MBA  quantitative  methods  course  to  include  more 
hands-on  analysis  of  "real"  data  and  to  better  fit  our  MBA 
program.  I  redesigned  the  artificial  intelligence/expert 
systems/decision  support  systems  course  to  include  a  neural 
network  component. 

Teaching  effectiveness  is  a  dynamic  process  —  not  a 
static  statistic  to  be  measured  precisely  once  each  semester. 
In  that  light,  my  efforts  to  improve  my  teaching  effectiveness 
are  ongoing  as  well.  After  each  lecture,  each  student's  visit 
to  my  office,  and  each  exam,  I  try  to  evaluate  my  performance 
for  its  strengths  and  weaknesses.  This  effort  will  never 
cease. 

I  want  to  continue  to  make  my  courses  more  applied  in 
the  sense  that  the  students  are  solving  actual  problems  using 
actual  data.  This  could  involve  integrating  cases  into  the 
classes.  In  addition,  I  would  like  to  make  more  use  of  the 
Small  Business  Development  Center  and  its  partnerships 
with  local  firms  to  allow  students  access  to  real  data  and 
problems.  This  gives  the  firms  some  inexpensive  consulting 
and  the  students  exposure  to  the  fact  that  several  possible 
courses  of  action  might  all  be  "correct"  —  unlike  the  typical 
testing  situation. 

I  would  like  to  design  and  teach  a  course  in  managerial 
problem  solving  and  decision  making.  The  course  would 
include  multi -criteria  decision  analysis,  model  building, 
simulation,  and  analysis  of  the  output  of  the  models  and 
simulations.  In  addition,  I  would  like  to  design  and  teach  an 
undergraduate  course  in  the  use  of  neural  networks  for 
quantitative  and  qualitative  problem  solving.  Since  there 
currently  arc  very  few  texts  on  neural  networks  with  a 
business  applications  bent,  this  goal  might  includcauthoring 
one. 


]~\r-  Hiram  F.  Gregory  has  been  at  Northwestern  since  1961  when 
MS  he  joined  the  faculty  as  an  instructor  of  social  science.  He  was 
promoted  to  professor  of  anthropology  in  1971.  Since  1965,  he  has 
been  curator  of  the  Williamson  Museum  on  the  NSU  campus.  His 
research  has  taken  him  into  all  areas  of  ethnographic  and  community 
action  folklore.  He  was  a  1993  recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Teacher 
Award  given  by  the  NSU  Alumni  Association. 


Some  Joys  of  Teaching 

by  Dr.  Hiram  F.  Gregory 


till 

I  enjoy  teaching  because  I  get  along  with  people  and  like  to 
see  people  play  with  ideas.  It's  enjoyable  being  with 
students  because  they  ask  a  lot  of  questions  and  are  more 
open  to  new  ideas.  A  university  is  a  forum  for  ideas  which 
wouldn't  exist  without  students.  New  ideas  are  better 
discussed  in  the  classroom. 

When  I  started  teaching,  I  didn't  know  if  this  was  what 
I  wanted  to  do.  I  wanted  to  work  in  the  field  of  anthropology 
so  I  decided  to  teach  here  for  a  year.  It  was  very  enjoyable 
so  when  they  asked  me  to  stay  on  I  said  I  would  and  have 
been  at  Northwestern  ever  since. 

Many  years  ago,  Dr.  Paul  Marx,  who  taught  physical 
education  at  Northwestern,  told  me  something  about  teaching 
that  has  stuck  with  me.  He  said  "If  you  don't  like  students, 
don't  do  this.  Do  something  else."  I  believe  that  because  if 
you  don't  enjoy  sharing  information  with  people  and  letting 
them  talk  back  to  you,  then  teaching  is  not  the  right  profession 
for  you. 

Research  is  also  an  important  element  of  academic  life, 
but  if  you  do  research  without  teaching,  it's  like  talking  in 
a  vacuum.  Anything  that  is  learned  in  research  should  be 
shared  with  the  students  and  teaching  is  a  good  way  to  share 
that  information.  Research  and  teaching  are  two  things  that 
go  hand  in  hand. 

One  of  the  joys  of  teaching  is  watching  students  learn  to 
do  what  I  like  to  do  and  then  seeing  them  go  out  and  do  it. 
I've  been  fortunate  to  have  many  students  who  have  gone  on 
and  done  very  well.  It's  kind  of  fun  for  me  to  see  a  student 
go  back  and  re-examine  research  I  did  1 0  or  20  years  ago  and 
add  to  the  information  on  the  subject  or  find  things  I  may 
have  missed. 

The  field  of  anthropology  has  changed  a  great  deal  in  the 
last  few  years.  At  one  time,  most  students  studied 
anthropology  for  the  first  time  in  college  because  the  subject 
wasn't  taught  in  most  public  high  schools.  But  one  good 
th  ing  about  television  is  that  people  can  turn  on  die  Discovery 
Channel  or  other  educational  channels  and  get  some 
background  on  anthropology  that  can  make  them  more 
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knowlcdgablc  and  cause  them  to  ask  more  questions  when 
they  come  to  class. 

In  class,  students  today  ask  basically  the  same  questions 
they  did  when  I  started  teaching.  They  want  to  know  "Who 
am  I?"  Where  did  I  come  from?"  "Where  am  I  going?"  "Why 
am  I  different  from  and  like  other  groups?"  And  once  you 
start  asking  those  questions,  you're  hooked  on  anthropology. 

Another  positive  change  is  that  the  student  body  today  is 
more  diverse.  Students  who  arc  African-American,  Native 
American,  Asian-American  or  Hispanic  all  have  questions 
about  their  background.  Their  questions  arc  basically  the 
same,  but  coming  out  of  another  culture  gives  a  different 
perspective.  Each  of  these  cultures  have  developed  their  own 
strong  voice  and  have  caused  people  to  realize  that  all  people 
within  a  culture  arc  not  the  same. 

Learning  is  a  process  that  never  stops  for  an  instructor,  at 
least  it  had  better  not  stop.  If  you  don't  keep  reading  and 
communicating  with  your  peers,  there  will  be  holes  in  what 
you  teach.  If  you  don't  do  research,  it's  hard  to  keep  up  in  the 
field  so  that  you're  not  teaching  the  same  course  for  50  years. 
The  textbooks  we  use  arc  five  years  old  by  the  time  they  hit 
the  classroom  and  arc  almost  outdated.  That's  beginning  to 
change  with  the  new  technology,  but  with  the  new  technology 
it  is  even  more  important  to  stay  current  in  the  field.  If  you 
don't  keep  up,  you're  missing  the  fun  part  of  education. 


rony  Smith  is  in  his  18th  year  as  a  faculty  member  at  Northwestern. 
He  serves  as  coordinator  o/NSU's  "Exploring  the  Arts"  core 
course  which  is  required  of  all  undergraduates.  He  also  teaches  music 
history  and  applied  lessons  in  oboe.  He  is  a  1990  recipient  ofihe 
Alumni  Association's  Outstanding  Teacher  Award  and  was  the  M agate 
Distinguished  Professor  in  1994-95.  Smith  has  been  awarded  several 
grants  for  fine  arts  funding  from  federal  and  state  sources  and  has 
served  on  grant  funding  panels  for  the  Louisiana  Division  of  the  Arts. 


About  Teaching 
by  Tony  (Smith 


lift 


As  with  at  least  some  of  my  colleagues  here  atNorthwestern, 
my  decision  to  become  a  teacher  came  fairly  early  for  me 
(middle  years  of  high  school.)  The  question  was,  what  would 
I  teach,  and  on  what  level?  The  first  answer  was  "Music," 
mainly  because  I  showed  a  certain  aptitude  for  performing  on 
an  unusual  instrument  (the  oboe),  and  because  I  was  lucky 
enough  to  have  two  high  school  band  directors  who  were 
wonderful  teachers.  They  really  served  as  an  inspiration  to 
me. 


My  career  decision  further  refined  itself  when  I  became  a 
Music  Performance  major  at  the  University  of  Arkansas. 
While  living  in  Faycttevillc,  I  not  only  had  tremendous 
respect  and  admiration  for  my  major  professor  (thinking,  I'm 
sure,  about  how  much  fun  and  how  rewarding  it  would  be  to 
do  what  he  did  for  a  living),  but  I  was  also  inspired  by  the  very 
fact  of  being  part  of  a  university  community.  Since  being  a 
perpetual  student  didn't  appear  to  pay  very  well,  I  decided 
that  the  best  way  to  continue  my  enjoyment  of  the  academic 
life  was  to  become  a  college  professor.  And  so,  after  a  seven- 
year  detour  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  courtesy  of  Richard  M.  Nixon 
and  die  Vietnam  War,  I  did  just  that. 

It's  difficult  to  express  in  words,  but  I  think  I  chose 
teaching,  and  enjoy  being  part  of  the  teaching  profession, 
because  I  enjoy  people — having  a  rapport  with  them,  giving 
them  some  information  I  feel  could  be  interesting  and  useful, 
and  hopefully  having  a  positive  effect  on  their  lives.  All  of 
this  was  very  appealing  to  me,  and  I'm  sure  influenced  my 
decision  to  become  a  teacher.  Not  mat  it  was  easy  at  first! 
Arriving  at  NSU  in  the  Fall  of  1977,  I  had  never  taken  an 
Education  class  in  my  life.  I  fell  I  knew  my  subject  well 
(teaching  oboe  and  music  literature/history),  but  I  quickly 
learned  that  knowing  your  field  of  expertise,  and  being  able 
to  impart  that  information  (and  the  enthusiasm  you  feel  for  it) 
to  others,  could  be  quite  different  things. 

Much  of  my  improvement  as  a  teacher  came  with 
experience,  of  course,  learning  by  trial  and  error  what 
"worked"  and  what  didn't.  I  hate  to  think  what  that  first  year 
must  have  been  like  from  my  students'  point  of  view!  I'm 
sure  I  must  have  been  awfully  clumsy  and  ill  at  ease,  bom  in 
lee turesandclass demonstrations.  Butmy  teaching  techniques 
improved  both  through  the  experience  lime  in  a  job  provides, 
and  the  willingness  of  colleagues  throughout  die  university  to 
give  me  helpful  advice,  not  just  on  how  to  "survive"  in  the 
classroom,  but  also  to  enjoy  the  teaching  profession. 

What  makes  a  good  teacher?  Obviously,  it  starts  with 
knowing  your  subject,  and  "keeping  up"  with  informational 
and  technological  changes  within  it.  For  my  areasof  classroom 
expertise  (Fine  Arts  and  Music  History),  "keeping  up"  not 
only  means  being  aware  of  the  latest  information,  but  also  the 
best  methods  by  which  to  present  it  to  students. 

I've  forced  myself  to  join  the  "Computer  Generation" 
and  the  small  amount  of  ability  I've  gained  in  this  area  has 
shown  me  how  important  computer  technology  is  for  the 
future  of  our  profession,  and  how  much  I  still  have  to  learn. 
In  Creative  and  Performing  Arts,  largely  as  a  result  of  grant 
writing  efforts  by  Drs.  Burt  Allen,  William  Mathis.  and 
myself,  we  now  have  very  sophisticated  resources  for 
presenting  audio-visual  examples  to  our  students. 
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For  instance,  before  the  Mardi  Gras  holiday,  I  did  a 
presentation  for  my  Music  History  class  on  the  operas  and 
church  music  of  Mozart.  Within  the  span  of  50  minutes,  we 
had  discussed  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  I  had  shown  them 
video  excerpts  from  Mozart's  "The  Marriage  of  Figaro," 
"Don  Giovanni,"  "The  Magic  Flute,"  and  the  composer's 
"Requiem,"  plus  sections  from  an  Arts  and  Entertainment 
biography  of  Mozart  and  a  scene  from  the  film  "Amadeus." 
If  you  had  told  me  at  the  beginning  of  my  teaching  career  that 
these  video  tape/laserdisc  presentations  would  someday  take 
the  place  of  my  scratchy  33  1/3  vinyl  records ,  I  would  have 
thought  you  were  dreaming,  crazy,  or  both. 

In  addition  to  using  new  forms  of  technology,  I  go  through 
the  continuing  process  of  perusing  the  New  York  Times  and 
news  magazines,  watching  PBS,  Arts  and  Entertainment,  and 
other  arts-oriented  networks,  and  using  the  Internet  and  the 
usual  academic  resources,  in  order  to  stay  current.  Hopefully, 
all  this  gives  me  the  sense  of  variety  and  enthusiasm  I  need  to 
do  my  job  effectively. 

Because  there's  one  thing  I've  learned  in  18  years  of 
teaching:  If  you  are  not  enjoying  what  you're  doing — if 
you're  not  projecting  a  sense  of  excitement  about  what  you 
know  and  why  you  want  others  to  know  it,  then  students  will 
see  through  you  very  quickly.  They  will  sense  you're  in  this 
profession  for  the  paycheck  or  the  bit  of  prestige  that  being  a 
college  professor  can  sometimes  bring. 

So  what  makes  a  good  teacher?  All  the  technology, 
resources,  and  expertise  in  the  world  won't  count  for  much 
without  the  one  truly  vital  ingredient:  caring  about  your 
students.  In  my  case,  it's  not  only  preparing  lectures  and 
audio-visual  presentations,  grading  tests,  serving  on  faculty 
committees,  and  all  the  rest.  It's  demonstrating  a  personal 
commitment  to  those  I  teach.  By  attending  evening  concerts 
or  rehearsals  or  test  reviews  when  I  might  be  home  watching 
TV,  I'm  showing  my  students  that  I  care  about  them  as 
people,  not  justclients.  And  the  satisfaction  that  can  bring  can 
really  make  this  job  a  special  one. 


J~\r-  Jean  D'Amalo  has  been  a  member  of  Northwestern' s  faculty 
U  since  1988.  She  earned  her  PhJ).  at  The  John  Hopkins 
University,  her  master's  degree  at  Middlebury  College  and  her 
bachelor's  at  Tufts  University.  An  internationally  recognized  scholar, 
D'Amalo  was  the  1993  recipient  of  the  Mildred  Hart  Bailey  Research 
Award  presented  to  a  faculty  member  for  outstanding  research.  That 
same  year  D'Amalo  was  was  the  first  American  to  receive  the  Theodor 
Mommsen  Award  for  her  work  in  the  Phlegraean  Fields  near  Naples, 
Italy.  She  has  also  served  as  president  of  the  Louisiana  Classical 
Association  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Vergilian  Society.  D'Amalo  has  also 
taught  at  the  University  of  Southern  California  where  she  received  the 
University  Teaching  Award,  Williams  College,  Brandeis  University,  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  University  of  Maryland. 


The  Process  of  Teaching 
and  Learning 

by  Dr.  Jean  D'Amalo 


When  first  asked  to  write  about  teaching,  I  thought  of  a 
multitude  of  platitudes  regarding  teaching  and  my 
experience  in  the  classroom  over  the  past  twenty  odd  years. 
Talking  with  my  students  I  realized  how  empty  these  thoughts 
really  were.  In  the  final  analysis,  I  realized  that  teaching 
comes  down  to  being  a  perpetual  student:  continual  learning 
is  at  the  heart  of  instruction.  This  learning  process  on  the  part 
of  a  teacher  is  necessarily  diverse.  At  one  level,  continual 
learning  about  the  actual  subject  matter  is  critical  to  imparting 
material  toa  younger  audience.  Yet,  it  also  involves  continual 
learning  about  students,  their  backgrounds,  aspirations,  student 
lives,  and  critically ,  about  a  teacher's  own  commitment  to  the 
world  about  which  he  or  she  is  supposed  to  inform  and  by 
extension,  to  help  shape  these  students.  For  instance,  as  a 
classicist/art  historian,  I  cannot  talk  about  the  manifold 
aspects  of  ancient  Greek  or  Roman  culture,  to  use  my  own 
fields,  without  considering  how  these  models  from  the  past 
can  have  bearing  on  the  students  themselves  and  have  an 
impact  on  their  lives  and  the  lives  of  future  generations. 

Perhaps  a  concrete  example  will  bring  home  this  point.  As 
a  graduate  student  in  Baltimore,  during  the  height  of  the 
Vietnam  War,  I  was  also  taking  a  course  on  Athens  in  the  fifth 
century,  presumably  the  benchmark  period  for  democracy  in 
the  West.  Because  of  proximity  to  Washington,  I  was 
naturally  aware  of  (and  sensitive  to)  an  examination  of  our 
democratic  system  and  our  attempts  to  foster  democracy  in 
another  culture.  As  a  consequence,  I  became  more  responsive 
to  the  actual  workings  of  democracy  in  Athens  which,  I 
found,  was  a  form  of  rule  by  a  select  number  of  people.  From 
that  time  onward,  any  course  that  I  taught  which  dealt  with 
Athens  made  me  look  more  deeply  into  Athenian  democracy 
and  make  my  students  more  thoughtful  about  the  theoretical 
aspects  and  practical  mechanisms  of  democracy  in  our  own 
world. 
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On  another  level,  teaching  and  the  role  of  teacher  as  a 
student  is  intrinsically  connected  to  research.  Neither  a 
teacher,  nor  a  student,  can  be  the  passive  recipient  of  accepted 
knowledge.  Each  must  be  involved  with  the  ongoing  process 
of  learning.  I  am  most  sceptic,  therefore,  of  the  dichotomy 
often  made  between  teaching  and  research.  There  is  no  real 
difference,  only  a  balance:  what  I  learn,  as  a  result  of 
research,  ideally  produces  a  more  informed  presentation  and 
discussion  of  subjects  or  issues  under  consideration. 

This  combination  of  teaching  and  research  inevitably 
results  in  the  teacher's  ability  to  impart  the  information  and 
means  by  which  the  student  builds  his  or  her  own  educational 
foundation.  For  example,  a  potential  educator  invariably 
benefits  by  an  understanding  of  the  workings  of  an  educator 
who  is  actively  engaged  in  thediscoveryof  new  materialsand 
new  insights  resulting  from  these  discoveries.  Thus  rather 
than  mouthing  conventional  truths  about  any  given  subject, 
an  aspiring  teacher  will  have  an  awareness  of  the  ways  by 
which  that  understanding  was  formed.  This  holds  true  for 
other  professions  as  well  and,  in  general,  for  the  "profession" 
of  citizenship  in  a  democratic  government.  Let  us  only  think 
of  the  difficulties  in  Bosnia,  to  give  a  very  contemporary 
example.  Without  an  informed  view  of  the  historic  and 
cultural  variables  that  conditioned  the  current  situation,  the 
student  or  citizen  will  make  uninformed  judgments. 

To  help  students  make  informed  judgments  a  mode  of 
teaching  that  requires  critical  examination  and  analysis  is 
obligatory.  Multiple  choice  tests,  for  example,  which  are 
often  conditioned  by  the  economic  necessity  of  large  classes, 
will  not  make  either  the  teacher  or  the  students  more 
thoughtfully  informed.  Only  in-depth  study,  which  is  tested 
by  analytical  rather  than  purely  factual  examinations,  will 
contribute  to  reasoned,  informed  judgment  and  analysis  on 
the  part  of  the  student. 

On  a  more  practical  level,  the  physical  environment  in 
which  students  at  every  age  level  learn  is  critical  to  the  whole 
learning  process.  This  has  become  especially  clear  to  me  this 
year  as  the  Watson  Library  has  graciously  allowed  me  to  use 
one  of  its  seminar  rooms  for  several  of  my  classes.  Even 
putting  aside  the  natural  advantages  to  be  derived  from  small 
classes  such  as  those  offered  by  the  Scholars'  College,  I 
would  like  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  that  kind  of 
classroom  space.  My  students  have  been  more  responsive, 
perhaps  because  they  could  not  simply  hide  in  the  corner  as 
could  happen  in  a  regular  classroom;  but  more  importantly, 
I  believe,  the  whole  atmosphere  has  generated  a  much  greater 
sense  that  a  class  with  the  teacher  constitutes  a  community  of 
learners  working  together  as  the  students  sit  around  the 
seminar  table  and  spread  out  their  notes  and  assignments, 
they  are  actively  engaged  in  their  own  learning  while  being 
"taught." 


I  would  also  like  to  re-emphasize  the  importance  of  an 
active  involvement  on  die  part  of  all  teachers  in  contemporary 
society  and  its  various  components.  As  I  mentioned  above, 
my  own  experience  as  a  student  during  the  Vietnam  War 
made  me  much  more  sensitive  to  the  actual  issues  involved  in 
both  the  war  and  the  democratic  system.  No  teacher  can 
remove  himself  or  herself  from  that  kind  of  examination. 
This  not  only  applies  to  the  student  in  the  present,  but  also  to 
the  role  that  each  student  must  assume  in  guiding  the  future. 
Neither  teachers  nor  students  arc  "islands"  but  people  who, 
through  their  own  studies  and  communication,  will  condition 
the  lives  of  people  to  come,  not  the  least  of  which  arc  their 
own  children.  From  my  own  discussions  with  students,  I 
have  found  that  students  of  today  generally  believe  such 
responsibilities  to  be  outside  of  their  own  education,  an 
attitude  which  often  results  in  a  goal  of  personal  rather  than 
societal  well  being — an  attitude  which  I  hope  could  be 
changed  by  thoughtful  teaching. 

I  see  this  issue  to  be  addressed  in  two  ways.  On  the  one 
hand,  as  I  have  just  suggested,  teachers  must  use  their 
everyday  classroom  experience  to  bring  to  the  foreground,  in 
an  informed  and  critical  fashion,  issues  arising  from  the 
materials  under  consideration  as  a  springboard  for  current 
discussion  and  views  to  the  future.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
learning  experience  must  not  be  restricted  to  the  university 
classroom  itself  but  must  involve  a  commitment  to  the 
continuity  of  education.  We,  as  university  professors,  must 
always  be  involved  with  precollegiate  education  along  with 
our  work  on  the  university  level.  Our  example  will  then 
reinforce,  by  example,  the  idea  that  education  is  an  ongoing, 
not  an  isolated,  endeavor  and  that  both  faculty  and  students 
are  part  of  this  ongoing  effort. 

Accordingly,  our  commitment  should  also  extend  to  the 
post-formal  education  level.  We  have  as  much  responsibility 
to  assist  in  community  programs  of  every  nature  to  make  sure 
that  older  people  continue  their  education  as  we  do  to  see  that 
students  at  a  standard  age  start  or  continue  their  formal 
education.  Continued  education  for  older  people  becomes 
especially  important  when  we  realize  that  life  spans  are 
increasing  and  retirement  ages  are  decreasing.  The  gap  can 
be  filled  with  rewarding  educational  experiences,  such  as 
those  of  my  mother  who  through  continuing  education 
programs  has  been  able  to  realize  a  life-long  goal  of  acquiring 
knowledge  in  music  and  music  history. 

Education  should  be  a  life-long  experience.  We  as 
university  teachers  should  do  our  best  to  insure  that  our 
training  be  applicable  and  rewarding  to  students  both  young 
and  older ;  and  we  must  not  forget  that  this  education  should 
also  have  impact  on  society  as  a  whole.  Above  all,  as  I  said 
at  the  onset,  teaching  is  learning.  And  we  are  all  students. 
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Connie  McMillan 


Connie  McMillan  has  had 
a  lot  of  firsts  in  her  life, 
but  being  profiled  in  the 
magazine  that  she  helped 
redesign  is  one  of  the  greatest. 
McMillan  started  at 
Northwestern  in  1985  where 
she  was  a  graphic  artist  on  the 
first  issue  featuring  the  color 
cover  and  magazine  format  of 
Northwestern' s  Alumni 
Columns. 

Before  attending  Northwestern, 
McMillan  was  a  member  of  the  first 
graduating  class  of  the  Louisiana 
School  for  Math,  Science,  and  the 
Arts.  "It  was  a  fabulous  education, 
and  really  prepared  me  for  college," 
McMillan  remarked.  Always  being 
an  achiever,  she  has  a  great  thirst  for 
knowledge  "I  love  learning," 
McMillan  said.  "I  think  everyone 
should  be  well  rounded  and  learn 
everything  they  can.  You  limit 
yourself  if  you  learn  only  one  thing. 
It's  the  easy  way  out." 

While  at  the  Louisiana  School, 
she  fell  in  love  with  Natchitoches, 
and  Northwestern.  McMillan's  thirst 
for  knowledge  was  fueled  by  her 
dedication  and  determination  to 
succeed  in  all  that  she  undertook. 
Work  became  her  extracurricular 
activity,  taking  course  loads  of  18  to 
21  hours  ("or  more  if  they  would  let 
me"),  working  full  time  and  a  work 
study  job  kept  her  from  participating 
in  many  on  campus  activities.  "By 
the  time  I  graduated  I  had  210  hours 
and  two  Baccalaureate  degrees," 


McMillan  stated.  "I  could  have  graduated  in  two  years  with  a 
Commercial  Art  degree,  but  felt  I  needed  to  make  myself  more 
marketable.  So  I  received  both  a  BS  in  Commercial  Art  and  a  BS 
in  Business  Administration. 

McMillan's  work  study  job  was  in  the  Department  of 
Informational  Services  under  the  tutelage  of  Don  Sepulvado.  It 
was  here  that  she  worked  on  her  first  issue  of  the  Alumni 
Columns.  "I  learned  so  much  working  with  Don,"  McMillan 
said.  "I  think  if  you  ask  any  of  his  student  workers,  you'll  hear 
the  same  thing.  He  really  provided  me  with  an  extensive  amount 
of  practical  experience,  much  which  I  would  have  never  gotten 
from  the  full  time  jobs  I  held.  He  was  a  big  influence  on  the 
opportunities  I  had.  I  received  the  biggest  part  of  my  Macintosh 
experience  from  that  office." 

Macintosh  computers  were  making  their  first  appearance  on 
the  campus  at  the  lime.  "Everything  had  been  taught  by  the  old 
paste-up  and  hand  drawn  methods,  so  we  pretty  much  had  to 
teach  ourselves,  screw  up  and  learn."  McMillan  said. 
"Macintosh's  are  very  user  friendly,  and  I'd  always  been  sort  of  a 
computer  nerd,  so  it  wasn't  too  difficult." 

McMillan  recalled  the  influence  her  marketing  teacher  Dr. 
Marks  left  on  her.  "He  always  taught  us  to  never  settle,  open  our 
minds  and  our  horizons,  and  strive  for  the  best.  Dr.  Durlabhji 
was  also  a  big  influence,  especially  his  Japanese  Marketing  class. 
He  was  a  challenging  teacher,  and  I  liked  that.  It  was  interesting 
to  learn  how  the  Japanese  thought  and  performed.  I  felt  we  could 
learn  something  from  their  culture." 

In  the  Art  Department  all  of  the  professors  were  an  influence 
in  their  own  way.  Mr.  Murphy,  Dr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Yankowski 
influenced  different  parts  of  her  creativity.  "Mr.  Yankowski  was 
the  biggest  help  in  bringing  the  design  student  into  the  computer 
age.  We  had  just  gotten  the  computer  in  the  Art  Department," 
McMillan  said.  "Not  many  artists  were  comfortable  with  the  new 
'high  tech'  medium,  and  he  helped  relieve  a  lot  of  fears." 

Fresh  out  of  college,  McMillan's  first  job  was  local,  in 
Natchitoches.  "I  would  have  liked  to  have  stayed  in 
Natchitoches,  but  jobs  were  hard  to  come  by,"  she  said.  At  this 
job  she  was  a  marketing  representative  for  a  computer  software 
developer.  She  trained  and  installed  the  software,  and  provided 
technical  support  after  installation.  After  the  company  folded, 
she  traveled  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  she  got  a  job  at  a  slide 
service  bureau. 
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"I  did  some  design  there,"  McMillan  stated,  "but 
basically  I  output  clients  files.  I  made  the 
equipment  do  what  it  was  supposed  to  do."  In 
February  of  last  year,  McMillan  started  a  new  job 
at  a  pre-press  company.  "It's  basically  the  same 
thing,  mostly  production,  outputting  clients  files, 
but  at  least  I'm  more  in  my  field  than  a  lot  of 
people  I  graduated  with  in  Commercial  Art,"  she 
stated.  On  the  side  she  does  some  freelance  work 
and  has  recently  started  her  own  Network 
Marketing  home  business.  "You  have  to  make 
the  opportunities  for  yourself,"  she  said.  "I  know 
working  for  someone  else  will  never  allow  me  to 
reach  my  goals  and  dreams. 

McMillan  feels  that  her  experience  at 
Northwestern  has  allotted  many  of  the 
opportunities  she's  received.  'The  best  thing 
about  Northwestern  is  the  family  atmosphere. 
The  classes  are  small  enough  to  have  a  high  level 
of  student  teacher  interaction,"  McMillan  said. 
"The  faculty  take  the  time  with  you,  let  you  gain 
any  experience  you  show  interest  and  gumption  to 
pursue.  You  don't  hear  that  from  larger  colleges, 
where  everything  is  a  number,  where  you  have  to 
fit  into  a  tight  schedule  just  to  use  the  equipment." 

"It's  like  one  big  family,"  McMillan  added. 
"My  professors  were  always  there  for  me  to  talk 
to  about  what  I  might  need  to  prepare  me  for  the 
future."  She  really  enjoyed  the  student-teacher 
interaction.  "If  you  show  interest  in  improving 
yourself  as  a  student,  then  they  teach  you  more," 
McMillan  stated.  "There  were  more  opportunities 
to  use  equipment  that  you  might  not  normally  get 
a  chance  to  if  3000  other  people  were  taking  the 
course." 

McMillan  resides  in  Baton  Rouge  with  her 
"family."  "I  have  three  cats,  Beauregard,  Elliott 
and  Ped,  my  newest,  who  has  23  toes,"  McMillan 
added. 

Aside  from  her  job,  McMillan  volunteers  at 
the  Baton  Rouge  Zoo  on  the  weekend.  "I'm 
what's  called  a  docent,  which  means  educator," 
McMillan  explained.  "I  educate  people  about 
conservation  and  the  importance  of  wildlife." 
"One  day  I  would  like  to  combine  my  interest  and 
possibly  get  into  wildlife  photography.  I  love 
animals,  but  for  now  I  need  the  stability  a  job 
provides." 


'27      Gladys  Davis  Price  is  a 
retired  teacher  and  lives  in  Pollock, 
Louisiana. 

'27      Palmer  Baker  Hale  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She 
was  involved  with  basketball.  She 
lives  in  Pineville,  Louisiana. 

'29    Effie  Deroven  Mouton 
and  husband  live  in  Lafayette, 
Louisiana.  They  have  been 
married  for  65  years  and  have  one 
child. 

'30      Katie  Moore  Zoll,  a 
retired  principal  from  Ouachita 
Parish  Schools,  is  living  in 
Monroe,  Louisiana.  She  has  a 
daughter  who  is  a  doctor  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana. 

'32      Irene  Lawton  Sibley  is 
the  owner  and  manager  of  W.  L. 
Sibley  Farm  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

*32      Mary  Mason  Wooldridge 
is  a  retired  teacher  from  the 
Franklin  Parish  Schools.  She  was 
involved  with  the  Purple  Jackets, 
Delta  Sigma  Epsilon,  Potpourri, 
Panhellenic  Counsel,  YWCA, 
Women's  Athletic  Association, 
Glee  Club,  and  Yearbook  Favorite. 
She  has  two  children  and  lives  in 
Extension,  Louisiana. 

*33     Opal  Sutton  Jacobs  lives 
in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

'34      Elsie  Wattigny  Fourroux 
is  married  and  has  two  children. 
She  was  involved  with  the  Home 
Economics  Club.  She  and  her 
husband  live  in  Metairie,  LA. 

'34      Dr.  Edward  Greco  is 
living  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 
The  former  chemistry  professor  at 
NSU,  is  a  retired  research  scientist 
and  former  president  of  the 
International  Corrosion  Council. 
He  received  die  National 
Association  of  Corrosion 
Engineers  1994  Fellow  Award  and 
an  award  has  been  named  in  his 
honor  by  the  council  of  which  he  is 
the  first  recipient.  He  is  now  in  the 
process  of  writing  a  book  about  his 
experiences  with  research  science 
while  in  Russia. 


'35      Charles  Nugent  and  his 
wife  live  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana.  He  is  retired  from  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  where  he 
was  assistant  chief.  Criminal 
Investigations  Division. 

'35      Gladys  Longino  Jones  is 
a  retired  educator  and  lives  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  She  was 
involved  with  YWCA,  Press  Club, 
Purple  Jackets,  Student  Council, 
and  Seekers  After  Knowledge 
Literary  Society. 

'36      Alice  Harkins  Pratt  is  a 
retired  elementary  school  teacher. 
She  was  involved  with  Purple 
Jackets,  and  Alpha  Sigma  Alpha 
Sorority.  She  lives  in  Edgewater, 
Florida  and  has  one  child. 

'36      Dorothy  Brann  Cornell 
is  retired.  She  was  a  member  of 
Delta  Sigma  Epsilon,  Glee  Club 
and  Spanish  Club.  She  has  four 
children  and  lives  in  Gulfport, 
Mississippi. 

'38       Eloise  Aden  Howard  is 
married  and  has  six  children.  She 
lives  in  Lake  Providence, 
Louisiana. 

'39      Oma  Huckabay  Toppel 
is  a  retired  administrative  assistant 
with  the  U.  S.  Civil  Service/U.S. 
Air  Force.  She  lives  in  Tustin, 
California. 

'41     Ruby  Monks  Kidd  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She 
was  a  member  of  Purple  Jackets, 
YWCA,  Phi  Alpha  Theta,  Kappa 
Delta  Pi  and  Le  CeTcle  Francais. 
She  lives  in  Beaumont,  Texas. 

'41       James  Hundley  is  retired 
from  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency.  He  and  his  wife  live  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma.  He 
was  involved  with  the  Band, 
Sigma  Tau  Gamma,  Sigma  Phi 
Alpha,  Pilot  Training  Program  and 
the  Dance  Band.  They  have  two 
children. 

'41       Melba  Pennington  Bray 
and  her  husband,  David  M.  Bray, 
Jr.  (attended  '38  -'41)  have  two 
children.  She  was  involved  with 
BSU  and  Euthenics  Club.  She  is  a 
retired  teacher  and  lives  in  Many, 
Louisiana. 
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'42      Ruth  Hughen  Orman  is  a 
retired  teacher.  She  has  three  children 
and  lives  in  Annandale,  Virginia. 

'42      Dorothy  Eylers  Hancock  lives 
in  Springfield,  Montana.  She  was  a 
cheerleader  for  four  years. 

'42      Crowell  Eddy  is  a  financial 
planner.  He  was  involved  with  Swing 
Kings  dance  band,  concert  and  marching 
band,  a  cappella  choir,  Phi  Mu  Alpha  and 
Sigma  Tau  Gamma.  He  lives  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'43      Wanda  Earnest  Hoagland  has 
two  children  and  lives  in  Los  Osos,  CA. 
She  is  retired  from  Los  Angeles  City 
Schools. 

'43      Beverly  Whittington  Rees  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She  was  a 
member  of  Tri  Sigma.  She  lives  in 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

'44      Frances  Gibson  Enevoldsen  is  a 
retired  principal  from  Lincoln  Public 
Schools.  She  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
and  has  two  children. 

'44      Winifred  Roan  lives  in  Boyce, 
Louisiana. 

'44      Lillian  Zackary  Horton  is  a 
retired  teacher.  She  lives  in  Vivian, 
Louisiana. 

'46      Joyce  Killgore  Schuele  is 
married  and  has  four  children.  She  was 
involved  with  Delta  Sigma  Epsilon, 
Davis  Players,  Wesley  Foundation  and  a 
cheerleader.  She  lives  in  Carlsbad, 
California. 

'48      Bobbie  Myers  Harris  is  a 
retired  teacher.  She  was  a  member  of 
Alpha  Sigma  Alpha  and  the  vice 
president  of  her  summer  graduating  class. 
She  and  her  husband  live  in  Rosepine, 
Louisiana  and  have  four  children. 

'49      Peggy  Casemore  Wilhelm  is 
married  and  has  three  children.  She  lives 
in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

'49      Jimmie  Cromwell  is  retired  and 
has  five  children.  He  was  involved  with 
the  N  Club.  He  lives  in  Doyline, 
Louisiana. 

'49      Dillard  Hardin  is  retired.  He 
was  involved  with  N  Club,  VFW,  and 
the  professional  group  for  physical 
education  educators.  He  lives  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana  and  has  one 
child. 


'49      Ralph  Edwards  and  his  wife, 
Millie  Pulley  Edwards  ('49)  have  three 
children  and  live  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana.  He  was  involved  with  N  Club, 
Student  Government,  Hall  of  Fame  - 
swim,  tennis,  and  football.  He  is  retired 
president  of  American  Public  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

'49      Millie  Pulley  Edwards  is 
married  to  Ralph  B.  Edwards  ('49).  She 
was  a  cheerleader  and  a  member  of  the 
Swim  Club  and  Delta  Sigma  Epsilon. 
She  is  the  retired  owner  of  RAMI,  Inc. 

'50      William  Timon  Jr.  and  his  wife, 
{Catherine  Muse  Timon  (*58)  live  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Track  Team,  Math  Club, 
and  Lambda  Zeta  Fraternity.  He  is  a 
retired  professor  of  mathematics. 

'51      Myrtle  Babin  Babcock  and  her 
husband,  Bert  Babcock  ('51)  have  four 
children.  She  was  involved  with  Delta 
Sigma  Epsilon,  YMCA,  Potpourri  staff, 
Kappa  Delta  Pi  and  Purple  Jackets.  She 
is  retired  from  Ortho  Pharmaceutical- 
division  office  coordinator.  They  live  in 
Metairie,  Louisiana. 

'5 1       Alta  Martin  Osborn  is  a  retired 
business  teacher  from  Lake  Charles  High 
School.  She  and  her  husband  live  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana  and  have  two 
children. 

'51       Leland  Britt  and  his  wife, 
Gladys  Lawrence  Britt  ('58)  are  both 
retired  teachers.  They  have  two  sons, 
graduates  of  NSU.  They  are  William  Britt 
('69)  and  David  Britt  ('71).  William  is 
the  superintendent  of  Bienville  Parish 
Schools  and  David  works  with  South 
Central  Bell. 

'51       Evelyn  Gandy  Noles  is 
principal  at  Mansfield  Elementary  Middle 
School.  She  was  involved  with  Purple 
Jackets,  BSU  and  Euthenics  Club.  She  is 
married,  has  two  children  and  lives  in 
Mansfield,  Louisiana. 

'52      Carolyn  Fultz  is  retired  after  24 
years  as  administrator  of  Pierremont 
Heritage  Manor  Nursing  Home.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Modern  Dance  Club, 
Swim  Team,  College  Choir  and  a 
cheerleader.  She  now  lives  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'52      Kathlyn  Dawkins  Bonsall  and 
husband  James  T.  Bonsall  ('53)  live  in 
Bastrop,  Louisiana  and  they  have  three 
children.  They  are  both  retired  from  the 
Morehouse  Parish  Schools. 


'54      Lloyd  Johnson  is  a  retired  senior 
accountant  of  Central  Louisiana  Electric 
Company.  He  is  married,  has  three 
children  and  lives  in  Pineville,  Louisiana. 

'55      June  Gleason  Ware  is  a 
receptionist  at  Lisle  Library.  She  was  a 
Purple  Jacket,  member  of  the  Swim  Team, 
Debate,  and  Drama.  She  and  her  husband 
live  in  Lisle,  Illinois  and  have  four 
children. 

'56      Barbara  Cheek  Williams  is 
married  and  has  one  child.  She  was 
involved  with  Alpha  Sigma  Alpha 
Sorority,  Band,  Potpourri  staff,  Euthenics 
Club  and  Pan-hellenic  Council.  She  now 
lives  in  Longview,  Texas. 

'57      Evelyn  Presley  McMillan  is  a 
retired  elementary  school  teacher  from 
Gwinnett  County  Schools.  She  lives  in 
Lawrenceville,  Georgia  and  has  three 
children. 

'57      William  Louis  Buvens  and  his 
wife,  LaNell  Goss  Buvens  ('56)  have  one 
son  who  is  in  Law  School  at  LSU.  They 
live  in  Longview,  Texas.  He  is  retired 
from  Eastman  Kodak. 

'57      Alice  Hillman  Spurgeon  is 
advisor  for  the  P.A.S.S.  Program  at 
Louisiana  College.  She  has  three  children 
and  lives  in  Pineville,  Louisiana. 

'57      Jimmy  Hayes  is  retired  from 
Tyler  Independent  School  District  and 
lives  in  Tyler,  Texas.  He  was  involved 
with  the  N  Club  and  varsity  football. 

'57      Circe  Travis  Gamble  and  his 
wife,  Wanda  Williams  Gamble  ('54)  live 
in  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  They  have  five 
children  and  twelve  grandchildren.  He  is 
retired  from  Marathon  Oil  Co. 

'58      Mary  Wallette  Bryant  and  her 
husband  Herschel  H.  Bryant  ('66)  have 
two  children.  She  was  involved  with 
Delta  Zeta  and  B.S.U.    She  is  a  social 
service  specialist  with  Louisiana  Social 
Services  and  lives  in  Pineville,  Louisiana. 

'58      Elsie  Muse  Timon  and  her 
husband,  William  Edward  Timon,  Jr.  ('50) 
have  four  children  and  live  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  She  is  a  retired 
business  teacher. 

'58      Dorothy  Reider  Ashley  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  They  live 
in  Kcithville,  Louisiana.  She  is  a  retired 
RN. 
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'58      Horace  Anthony  Butler  is 
married  and  has  four  children.  He  was 
involved  with  N  Club,  football  and 
baseball.  He  is  retired  and  lives  in 
Nederland,  Texas. 

'58      Dr.  Joe  Green  has  been  named 
distinguished  visiting  professor  of 
Educational  Foundations  at  the  University 
of  South  Florida  in  Tampa  for  1995-96. 
In  1994  he  became  professor  emeritus  at 
LSU  in  Shreveport.    He  currently  resides 
in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 

'59      Raymond  Lee  Sawyer  is 
married  to  Dolores  Young  Sawyer  (*60). 
They  live  in  Arlington,  Texas.  He  is  the 
president  and  CEO  of  Budget  Host 
International.  They  have  two  children. 

'60      Elaine  Brouillette  Pritchard  is  a 
retired  registered  nurse  from  the  VA 
Hospital.  She  is  married,  has  one  child 
and  two  grandchildren.  She  lives  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'60      Bobby  Johnson  and  his  wife, 
Nancy  Kizer  Johnson  ('78)  have  two 
children.  They  live  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

'60      Ruth  Wooldridge  Penton-Neal 
has  two  children.  She  was  involved  with 
Delta  Zeta,  Panhellenic  Council,  Purple 
Jackets,  Demonettes,  and  Alpha  Beta 
Alpha.  She  is  a  retired  teacher  and  lives 
in  Winnsboro,  Louisiana. 

'61      Helen  Miller  Wright  was 
involved  with  the  Current  Sauce  and 
BSU.  She  is  married,  and  lives  in 
Bossier  City,  Louisiana.They  have  four 
children. 

'61      Beverly  King  Barkley  was 
involved  with  Kappa  Delta  Pi  and  Phi 
Kappa  Phi.  She  is  married  and  has  two 
children.  She  is  acquisitions  and  serials 
assistant  at  the  LSU  Medical  Center 
Library  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'62      Donna  Marshall  Coates  is 
married  and  has  one  daughter.  She  is  a 
recovery  specialist  officer  for  Rapides 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  lives  in 
Tioga,  Louisiana. 

'62      Reuben  Burns  has  one  child  and 
lives  in  Doyline,  Louisiana.  He  is  retired. 

'62      Rose  Alley  Voge  is  married  and 
has  one  child  and  one  grandchild.  She 
was  involved  with  Tri  Sigma.  She  is  a 
teacher  in  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana  and 
lives  in  Sulphur,  Louisiana. 


'63      Joseph  Herbert  Hourguettes  is  a 
retired  principal  from  Jefferson  Parish. 
He  lives  in  Gretna,  Louisiana  and  has 
four  children. 

'63      John  Mitchell,  Sr.  is  married 
and  has  one  child.  He  was  involved  with 
Sigma  Tau  Gamma,  Phi  Delta  Kappa,  and 
International  Student  Organization.  He  is 
a  teacher  for  Dallas  Public  Schools  and 
lives  in  Garland,  Texas. 

'64      Tommy  Seabaugh  is  a  claims 
manager  for  State  Farm  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  married  and  has  four 
children.  He  lives  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

'64      Glenda  Bland  Carlile  has  three 
children  and  is  an  associate  professor  at 
Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Nursing  School. 
She  was  involved  with  the  Student 
Nursing  Association  and  lives  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana. 

'65      James  "Bill"  Phillips  is 
married,  has  two  children  and  lives  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  He  was  a  member  of 
BSU,  Pi  Omega  Pi,  and  Blue  Key.  He  is 
now  a  pastor  at  Mill  Park  Baptist  Church. 

'65      Patricia  Ann  Benefield  is 
retired  and  lives  in  Bossier  City, 
Louisiana. 

'65      Tommye  Ensminger  Price  is 
married  and  has  two  children  and  lives  in 
Raleigh,  Mississippi.  She  works  for 
Smith  County  Health  Department  as  a 
county  coordinating  nurse. 

'65      Phyllis  DeRosia  Mcintosh  is 
married,  has  two  children  and  lives  in 
Ruston,  Louisiana.  She  is  assistant 
director  of  nursing  at  E.A.  Conway 
Medical  Center  in  Monroe,  Louisiana. 

'65      Sharon  Baker  White  has  five 
children  and  lives  in  Bastrop,  Texas.  She 
is  a  staff  development,  infection  control 
nurse  at  Health  South  Rehabilitation 
Hospital  of  Austin. 

'65      Judith  Hickman  Dean  lives  in 
Kodiak,  Arkansas.  She  is  assistant 
director  of  Kodiak  Island  Borough 
Mental  Health  Center. 

'65      Arthur  Dyck  is  a  corporate 
internal  audit — senior  staff  auditor  for 
Tenneco  in  Houston.  He  is  married,  has 
one  child  and  lives  in  Montgomery, 
Texas. 

'65      Raymond  Cupples  and  his  wife 
Audrey  Jones  Cupples  ('65)  are  retired 
and  live  in  Lena,  Louisiana.  They  have 
two  children. 


'65      Sandra  Evans  Lockwood  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She  was 
involved  with  the  Student  Council  and  the 
Student  Nurses  Association.  She  is  a 
family  nurse  practitioner  for  Alvord 
Medical  Center  and  lives  in  Sanger, 
Texas. 

'65      Evelyn  Gass  Lucius  and  her 
husband,  Sidney  Lucius  Sr.  ('63)  have 
four  children  and  live  in  Florien, 
Louisiana.  She  is  a  gifted  teacher  and  he 
has  been  Sabine  Parish  District  1  Ward  1 
school  board  member  since  1986. 

'66      Herschel  Bryant  and  his  wife 
Mary  Wallette  Bryant  ('58)  live  in 
Pineville,  Louisiana.  They  have  three 
children.  His  is  an  offshore  operator  for 
Exxon  Co. 

'67      Judy  Bland  Cogbum  has  two 
children  and  two  grandchildren.  She  was 
involved  with  Pi  Omega  Pi  and  Kappa 
Beta  Pi.  She  is  a  budget  assistant  with 
USDA/APHIS/ADC  and  lives  in  Port 
Allen,  Louisiana. 

'68      Timothy  Poston  has  one  son 
and  lives  in  Weatherford,  Texas.  He  was 
involved  with  the  Geology  Club  and 
Cross  Country  Track.  He  is  division 
director  of  the  Criminal  Justice  Program 
at  Weatherford  College. 

'69      Bill  Cone  is  married  and  has 
two  children.  He  was  involved  with 
ROTC,  Sigma  Tau  Gamma,  and  Inter 
Fraternity  Council.  He  is  retired  and  lives 
in  Radcliff,  Kentucky. 

'69  Hope  Grissom  Cryar  is  a  retired 
teacher  and  lives  in  Mansfield,  Louisiana. 
She  has  two  children. 

'69      Emily  Rolfs  Scott  has  four 
children  and  lives  in  Bush,  Louisiana. 
She  was  the  Kappa  Alpha  Rose  (1968). 
She  is  now  a  nationally  certified  massage 
therapist  for  Body  Works  Center. 

'71      Myrtlle  Guidry  Roussel  is 
married  and  lives  in  Opelousas, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the 
Student  Union  Committee  and  Delta  Zeta 
Sorority.  She  is  an  estimator  for  Marcann 
Inc. 

'71      Ronald  Haworth,  an 
independent  landowner,  and  Elaine 
Richard  Haworth  ('72)  live  in  Warner 
Robins,  Georgia.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Track  Team.  They  have  one  child. 
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Mike  Smith 


Mike  Smith  never  intended  to  have 
a  career  in  politics.  The  Winnfield 
businessman  was  content  to  manage  his 
businesses  which  include  a  Winnfield 
car  dealership  and  cattle  interests.  But 
he  eventually  realized  that  in  order  to 
change  Louisiana,  people  like  him  would 
have  to  get  involved  in  politics.  And  he 
got  involved  in  a  big  way  last  fall.  Smith 
was  elected  to  the  District  31  seat  in 
Louisiana  State  Senate  which  includes 
Natchitoches,  Grant,  Red  River  and 
Winn  Parishes  along  with  parts  of 
DeSoto  and  Sabine  Parishes. 

"I  never  wanted  to  be  in  politics,"  said  Smith, 
who  earned  a  degree  in  agribusiness  at 
Northwestern.  "I  prayed  about  it  for  two  years.  I 
met  every  morning  with  two  friends  and  we 
decided  that  one  of  us  would  run.  We  finally 
decided  that  I  would  be  the  one  to  run." 

Smith  was  able  to  put  together  a  coalition  of 
small  businessmen,  small  churches  and  blue  collar 
workers  to  win  in  his  first  attempt  at  public  office. 

"Since  I  have  been  in  business,  I  have 
developed  a  feel  for  working  with  people,"  said 
Smith.  "That  feeling  has  come  with  experience. 
My  outlook  is  much  different  than  it  was  10  or  15 
years  ago." 

While  in  office,  Smith  wants  to  work  to 
improve  integrity  in  government  by  eliminating 
the  "good  old  boy"  system  and  placing  all  people 
on  a  level  playing  field. 

Smith  first  enrolled  at  Norm  western  in  the  fall 
of  1966.  He  had  attended  LSU  in  the  summer  of 
1966  but  decided  to  come  to  Northwestern  when 
he  received  his  Army  ROTC  notice  three  days 
before  the  fall  semester.  He  earned  his  degree  in 
the  spring  of  1970. 


"I'm  proud  of  the  education  I  received  from 
Northwestern,"  said  Smith,  who  also  sent  each  of 
his  children  to  NSU.  "Northwestern  gave  me  a 
broad  background  in  both  agriculture  and  business 
which  I  was  able  to  use  in  my  business." 

In  reflecting  on  his  time  at  NSU,  Smith  admits 
that  it  was  at  times  "a  hard  struggle,"  but  he  has 
high  praise  from  the  University's  faculty. 

"Northwestern  has  some  of  the  finest  faculty 
anywhere.  A  lot  of  them  that  taught  me  are  still 
there,"  he  said.  "Several  of  them  made  a  special 
effort  to  help  me  when  I  needed  it  and  were 
instrumental  in  helping  me  get  a  college  degree.  I 
really  enjoyed  every  class  I  took.  I  got  something 
out  of  each  class." 

Smith  singled  out  Dr.  Ralph  Fell,  who  headed  the 
Agriculture  Department  while  Smith  was  an 
undergraduate. 

"He  was  a  fine  individual.  I  really  thought  a  lot 
of  him,"  said  Smith. 

As  a  state  senator,  Smith  places  a  high  priority 
on  helping  Northwestern  continue  to  thrive. 

"I  want  to  see  Northwestern  grow  even  more 
than  it  has,"  he  said.  "It  will  be  important  to  work  to 
improve  the  morale  of  the  faculty  and  staff  and  see 
that  they  are  given  an  opportunity  to  be  better  paid." 

Smith  said  he  will  support  legislation  that  would 
prevent  cuts  in  funding  for  higher  education  but  mat 
colleges  and  universities  must  also  do  a  better  job  of 
providing  education. 

"Colleges  and  universities  must  be  accountable," 
he  said.  "The  only  way  to  improve  Louisiana  is  to 
improve  education.  Northwestern  has  made  many 
improvements  over  the  last  10  years.  I  hope  I  can 
help  them  accomplish  much  more  over  the  next 
decade." 
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'71      Robert  McKillips,  Jr.  is 
married  and  has  one  child.  He  is 
district  forester  for  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry,  Office  of  Forestry,  and 
lives  in  Mindcn,  Louisiana. 

'71       Phyllis  Lee  Armstrong  is 
married  and  lives  in  Jennings, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with 
BSU.  She  is  a  teacher  at  Ward 
Elementary. 

'72      Elaine  Richard  Haworth 
and  her  husband  Ronald  Haworth 
('71)  live  in  Warner  Robins, 
Georgia.  She  is  principal  of  Robins 
Elementary  School  and  has  one 
child. 

'72      Sandra  Caudle  Triplett  is 
married  to  Daniel  Morgan  Triplett 
(attended  1968-69)  and  has  two 
children.  She  was  involved  with 
the  Neptune  Club,  Phi  Kappa  Phi 
and  the  Educational  Honor  Society. 
She  is  a  third  grade  teacher  and 
lives  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'72      Judith  Mardcll  French 
lives  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 
She  is  a  statistical  assistant  for  LSU 
atUSDA/NASS. 

'73      Emily  Thompson  Douget 
and  her  husband  Michael  Douget 
Sr.  ('72)  have  two  children  and  live 
in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  She  was 
involved  with  Delta  Zeta  Sorority 
and  the  Panhellenic  Council.  She  is 
a  meeting  service  representative  for 
Avis  Rent  a  Car  System. 

'73      Sandra  Goudeau  Burns 
and  her  husband  Patrick  T.  Burns 
('74)  live  in  Syracuse,  New  York. 
She  was  involved  with  Phi  Mu 
Fraternity  and  the  Northwestern 
Band  (twirlcr).  They  have  one 
child.  She  works  as  a  nurse 
recruiter. 

'73      John  Wayne  Haney  and 
his  wife  Sharon  Powell  Haney  ('72) 
have  two  children  and  live  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana.  John  is 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Coin 
Exchange. 

'73      Julia  Bossier  Simmons 
was  president  of  Phi  Mu  Fraternity. 
She  and  her  husband  live  in 
Martinsville,  New  Jersey.  They 
have  two  sons. 


'73      Mike  Hennigan  is 
director  of  engineering  and 
network  operations  for  Sprint 
Telecommunications  for  the  Little 
Rock  market.  He  is  married  and 
has  two  daughters. 

'74      Gladys  Lawrence  Britt  is 
married  to  Leland  Britt  ('51). 
They  live  in  Saline,  Louisiana  and 
have  three  children.  Gladys  is  a 
retired  teacher-librarian.  She  was 
involved  with  the  Librarian's 
Alpha  Beta  Fraternity. 

'74      Ethel  Davis  is  married 
and  has  three  children.  She  is  a 
reference  librarian  for  the  Caddo 
Parish  School  Board  and  lives  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'74      Gloria  Malone  Gibbons 
is  married,  has  four  children  and 
lives  in  Yorktown,  Virginia.  She  is 
a  school  nurse. 

'74      Carol  Rcpulski  Dahlc  is 
married  and  has  one  child.  She 
was  involved  with  Sigma  Alpha 
Iota  Music  Fraternity  for  Women 
and  Delta  Zeta  (Epsilon  Beta 
chapter).  She  lives  in  Hudson, 
Wisconsin  and  teaches  vocal  music 
at  Hudson  Middle  School. 

'75      Dolores  Young  Sawyer 
is  married  to  Ray  Sawyer  ('59). 
They  live  in  Arlington,  Texas  and 
have  two  children.  She  is  vice- 
president  of  Budget  Host 
International. 

'75      Fumiss  Hood,  Jr.  was 
involved  with  Kappa  Alpha.  He  is 
married  and  is  an  attorney  in 
Bossier  City,  Louisiana. 

'75      Sharon  Brandon  DeWitt 
is  a  librarian  at  Many  High  School. 
She  and  her  husband,  John  Willard 
DeWitt  ('76)  live  in  Many, 
Louisiana  and  have  two  children. 

'75      Nancy  Gray  Machen  and 
her  husband,  William  Machen 
('75)  have  one  child  and  live  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  She  was  involved 
with  Alpha  Lambda  Delta,  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  and  Sigma  Tau  Delta. 
She  is  a  senior  software  design 
engineer  at  VeriFone,  Inc. 

'75      Michael  Meade  is 
married  and  has  one  child.  He  is 
president  and  CEO  of 
Southeastern,  Incorporated  and 
lives  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 


'76      Bobby  Ray  Mcintosh  has 
one  child  and  lives  in  Natchitoches, 
Louisiana.  He  was  involved  with 
the  Alumni  Association.  He  is  an 
administrator  for  Kisatchie  Legal 
Services. 

'77      Betty  Pace  Pope  is 
retired.  She  was  involved  with  Phi 
Kappa  Phi  and  Sigma  Theta  Tau. 
She  lives  in  New  Braunfcls,  Texas. 
She  is  married  and  has  three 
children  and  four  grandchildren. 

'77      Krisli  Lee  Hanson  is 
married,  has  one  child  and  lives  in 
Many,  Louisiana.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Spanish  Club.  She 
is  a  therapist  at  Family  Counseling 
Service  in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana. 

'77      Deborah  Hawkins  Bcitel 
is  married  and  lives  in  Lewisville, 
North  Carolina.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Student  Government 
Association.  She  is  service 
manager  at  Bell  South 
Telecommunications  in  Winston- 
Salem. 

'77      Bonnie  Outlaw  Lytton  is 
married  to  R.  Major  Lytton  ('80). 
She  was  Lady  of  the  Bracelet,  State 
Fair  Queen,  a  Purple  Jacket,  a 
batgirl  and  a  cheerleader.  They 
have  three  children  and  live  in 
Coppell,  Texas. 

'78      Peggi  Ates  Flowers  is  a 
math  teacher  at  Sam  Houston  High 
School  and  lives  in  Lake  Charles, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with 
the  Purple  Jackets,  Volleyball 
Team,  Tennis  Team,  and  Delta  Psi 
Kappa.  She  is  married  and  has  two 
children. 

'79      Patricia  Ingram  Jones  is  a 
rehab  counselor.  She  was  involved 
with  the  Sociology  Club,  Alpha 
Lambda  Delta,  and  Psi  Chi.  She  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She 
lives  in  Monroe,  Louisiana. 

'80      R.  Major  Lytton  and  his 
wife  Bonnie  Outlaw  Lytton  ('77) 
own  their  own  video  production 
company  in  Dallas.  He  was 
involved  with  NSU  Football, 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes, 
IEEE,  and  KNWD.  They  have 
three  children  and  live  in  Coppell, 
Texas. 
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'80      Dana  English  Thigpen  is 
married  to  Foster  Thigpen  who  attended 
NSU.  They  have  one  child  and  live  in 
Mansfield,  Louisiana.  She  was  a  Purple 
Jacket,  a  member  of  BSU  and  4-H.  She  is 
a  social  services  specialist  at  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Social  Services. 

'80      Beverly  "Diann"  Taylor 
Mitchell  is  married  and  has  three  children. 
She  lives  in  Doyline,  Louisiana  and  is  an 
RN  at  Bossier  Medical  Center. 

'81      Patsy  McLin  Bourgeois  is  a 
nursing  professor  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University.  She  is  married  and  has  five 
children.  She  lives  in  Ruston,  Louisiana. 

'81      Michele  (Mickie)  Vamado 
Townsend  and  her  husband  Robert  E. 
Townsend  (  '68)  have  two  children  and 
two  grandchildren  and  live  in  Vivian, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the 
Purple  Jackets,  Sigma  Kappa  and  Wesley 
Foundation.  She  is  a  pastoral  assistant  for 
Vivian  United  Methodist  Church. 

'8 1      Sharon  Parker  Monk  has  one 
daughter  and  one  grandson.  She  was 
involved  with  the  NSU  Band — featured 
twirler  line.  She  is  a  corporate  traveler, 
speech  pathologist  with  CMS  Therapies 
in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

'81      Linda  Bailey  Markgraf  is 
married  and  lives  in  North  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  She  is  deputy  director  at 
Emest  E.  Kennedy  Center. 

'82      Pamela  Veuleman  Trammell  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She  lives  in 
Texarkana,  Texas. 

'82      Steven  Sliger  was  involved 
with  ROTC  and  Phi  Kappa  Phi.  He  and 
his  wife,  Sara  Hargrove  Sliger  ('88)  live  in 
Grecnwell  Springs,  Louisiana  and  have 
one  child.  He  is  an  EMS  helicopter  pilot 
for  Petroleum  Helicopters  Inc. 

'82  Marlene  Quattlebaum  Garner  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  She  was 
involved  with  the  Purple  Jackets,  BSU, 
Alpha  Beta  Alpha  and  Student  Council. 
She  is  a  librarian  at  North  Desoto  High 
School  and  lives  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'82      Stephen  Walker  is  married  and 
has  two  children.  He  was  a  member  of 
ROTC  and  TKE.  He  is  auto  claims  file 
manager  for  USAA  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 


'83      Cynthia  Tuttle  Bertrand  was 
involved  with  Tri  Sigma  and  was  a 
cheerleader.  She  has  two  children  and 
lives  in  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana. 

'83      Gertrude  Simon  Jacobs  has  two 
children.  She  lives  in  Leesburg,  Florida. 

'83      Brenda  Nanette  Wallace  is  a 
substitute  teacher  for  Natchitoches  Parish 
Public  Schools.  She  lives  in  Robeline, 
Louisiana. 

'83      Robby  Medlin  is  married  and 
has  one  child.  He  was  involved  with  Iota 
Lamda  Sigma  and  the  Industrial 
Education  Club.  He  is  lead  project 
coordinator  for  METL-  SPAN 
Corporation  in  Lewisville,  Texas. 

'84  John  "JJ"  Williams  is  a  Captain 
in  the  U.S.  Army  stationed  in  Washington 
D.C.  He  was  the  Demon  Mascot  and  a 
member  of  TKE.  He  has  been  selected  to 
attend  the  Army's  Command  and  General 
Staff  College,  at  Leavenworth  Kansas. 

'85      Amanda  Jones  Nealy  is  a 
teacher  with  the  Natchitoches  Parish 
School  Board.  She  has  two  children  and 
lives  in  Coushatta,  Louisiana. 

'85      Betty  Deans  Cofield  is  married 
and  has  two  children.  She  was  involved 
with  Phi  Kappa  Phi.  She  is  an  internal 
auditor  for  NSU  and  lives  in  Campti, 
Louisiana. 

'86      Dr.  Diane  Knight  is  an  associate 
professor  of  special  education  at  the 
University  of  Georgia.  She  lives  in 
Athens,  Georgia  and  has  written  numerous 
articles  and  presented  papers  at  the 
national  and  international  levels  regarding 
the  education  of  children  and  adolescents 
with  mild  to  moderate  mental  and  physical 
disabilities. 

'86      Anita  Alexander  Hinds  is 
married  and  has  one  son.  She  and  her 
family  live  in  Coushatta,  Louisiana.  She 
is  training  coordinator  at  Willamette 
Industries,  Inc.  -  Red  River  Mill  in 
Campti,  Louisiana. 

'86      Wanda  Huhner  Ford  was 
involved  with  Purple  Jackets,  SAB,  Le 
Cercle  Francais,  Alpha  Lambda  Delta  and 
Sigma  Kappa.  She  and  her  husband, 
Kenneth  Scott  Ford  ('85)  have  four 
children  and  live  in  Harvey,  Louisiana. 
She  is  a  French  teacher  at  L.W.  Higgins 
High  School. 


'86      Susan  Gregory  Tatem  is  married 
and  has  two  children.  She  was  involved 
with  the  Young  Democrats  of  America. 
She  lives  in  Olympia,  Washington.  She  is 
a  cardiovascular  perfusionist  for  Olympia 
Cardiac  Surgery. 

'88      Thomas  David  Elkins  JJ  and 
Deanna  Beach  Elkins  ('92)  live  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  He  was 
involved  with  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  Phi  Alpha 
Theta  and  Blue  Key.  He  is  a  teacher  at 
Natchitoches  Central  High  School. 

'88      Anthony  Warm  is  married  and 
lives  in  Rome,  New  York.  He  was 
involved  with  The  Society  for 
Advancement  of  Management.  He  is  a 
Captain,  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  (contracting 
officer)  with  Rome  Laboratory. 

'89      Lori  Edborg  Keating  and  her 
husband,  Joseph  M.  Keating  ('85)  live  in 
Huntersville,  North  Carolina.  She  was 
involved  with  the  Art  Club,  NSU  Abroad 
and  worked  on  Steel  Magnolias  movie. 
He  is  a  pilot  for  U.S.  Air  in  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina  and  she  is  owner  of 
CHOISI  in  Cornelius,  North  Carolina. 

'89      Gayle  Martin  Stevens  and  her 
husband  live  in  Murray,  Kentucky.  She  is 
a  certified  public  accountant  in  Sedalia, 
Kentucky. 

'89      Laurie  LeBlanc  Klotzbach  is 
married  and  lives  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the 
Current  Sauce,  Tri  Sigma,  SAB,  and 
Young  Republicans.  Now  she  is  the 
North  Louisiana  regional  director  for  the 
American  Diabetes  Association. 

'90  Fabian  Zeller  is  an  analyst  II  at 
State  Farm.  He  was  involved  with  Kappa 
Sigma.  He  lives  in  Bloomington,  Illinois. 

'90      Richard  Schaffer  is  a  resident 
physician  with  Carilion  Health  System. 
He  was  involved  with  Phi  Mu  Alpha,  Blue 
Key,  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  NSU  Wind  Ensemble 
and  Marching  Band,  Phi  Eta  Sigma  and 
Beta  Beta  Beta.  He  now  lives  in  Roanoke, 
Virginia. 

'90      Karen  Elizabeth  Barrington 
lives  in  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana.  She  is  a 
senior  account  manager  at  Charter 
Behavioral  Health  Systems. 

'91       Laura  McClelland  Seabaugh  is 
director  of  marketing  for  the  Shreveport 
Symphony  Orchestra.  She  was  involved 
with  the  Public  Relations  Student  Society 
and  Phi  Mu.  She  is  married,  has  one  child 
and  lives  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 
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'91      Melinda  Emanuel  Crouch  is 
married  and  lives  in  Orlando,  Florida. 
She  was  involved  with  Student  Life 
Enrichment  Committee.  ROTC.  KNWD 
and  Student  Theater  Union  of 
Northwestern.  She  now  is  owner  of 
Celebration  Services. 

'91      Crell  Sikorsky  lives  in  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Biological  Honor  Society.  He  now 
works  at  Women's  Hospital  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana. 

'91      Alan  Capello  and  Jeannie 
Reeks  Capello  ('90)  live  in  Pineville, 
Louisiana.  He  is  assistant  manager  at 
Wal-Mart  and  she  is  a  5th  grade  special 
education  teacher  for  Rapides  Parish 
School  Board. 

'91       Sharon  Stroud  Broussard  and 
her  husband  live  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the 
Current  Sauce  and  the  Society  of 
Professional  Journalists.  She  is  currently 
attending  Manship  School  of  Mass 
Communication  at  LSU. 

'91      Johnathon  Wayne  Ballard  Sr.  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  He  was 
involved  with  the  ROTC.  He  is  now  an 
aviation  platoon  leader  for  the  Louisiana 
Army  National  Guard  and  lives  in 
Lafayette,  Louisiana. 

'91      R.  Mike  Townsend  and  his  wife, 
Kristie  Rodrique  Townsend  (attended 
NSU  1988-90)  have  two  children  and  live 
in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  He  was 
involved  with  the  NSU  Marching  Band, 
Wind  Ensemble,  Wesley  Foundation, 
Kappa  Kappa  Psi,  Blue  Key,  Chamber 
Choir,  and  the  Opera  Theatre  Workshop. 
He  is  a  child  protection  investigator  for 
the  Lafourche  Parish  Office  of 
Community  Services. 

'91     Van  Bush  and  his  wife  Paula 
Waltman  Bush  ('91),  have  one  child  and 
live  in  Ruston,  Louisiana.  He  was 
involved  with  Kappa  Alpha  Order  and 
was  vice  president  of  SAB.  He  is 
manager  of  Norwest  Financial. 

'91  Susan  Ebarb  Rains  is  married 
and  has  two  children.  She  was  involved 
with  Sigma  Kappa.  She  is  a  teacher  for 
the  Sabine  Parish  School  Board. 

'92      H.  Scott  Jolley  is  editorial 
systems  director  for  Elle  Magazine.  He 
was  involved  with  the  Current  Sauce, 
Potpourri,  and  SAB.  He  lives  in  New 
York  City,  NY. 


'92      Stacy  Crawford  is  a 
kindergarten  teacher  at  Bossier 
Elementary.  She  lives  in  Bossier  City, 
Louisiana. 

'92      Dcanna  Beach  Elkins  and  her 
husband,  Thomas  David  Elkins  II  ('88), 
live  in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  She  was 
involved  with  Kappa  Dalta  Pi.  She  teaches 
English  at  Natchitoches  Central  High 
School. 

'92      Nicole  Robertson  lives  in  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana.  She  was  involved 
with  SAB,  Black  Student  Association, 
NAACP,  Peer  Leaders  and  Purple  Jackets. 
She  is  a  computer  programmer  for  CTA 
Incorporated. 

'92      Candace  Lanoue  Metz  and  her 
husband  live  in  Jackson,  Louisiana.  She 
is  a  second  grade  school  teacher  for 
Jackson  School  Complex. 

'92      George  Robert  Shafer  IU  and 
his  wife,  Diana  Bolen  Shafer  ('94),  live  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  He  was 
involved  with  the  ROTC.  He  is  a  lawyer. 

'92  Nicole  Renee  Smith  lives  in 
Many,  Louisiana.  She  is  a  third  grade 
teacher  at  Negreet  High  School. 

'92      Scott  Venus  lives  in  Doraville, 
Georgia.  He  was  the  vice  president  of  the 
Social  Work  Club.  He  is  now  a  family 
services  specialist  and  working  on  a 
masters  degree  in  social  work. 

'92      Angela  Lizette  Green  lives  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  She  was 
involved  with  Peer  Leader  Coalition, 
NAACP,  Purple  Jackets  and  Black 
Student  Association.  She  is  now  a  buyer 
for  the  Housing  Authority  of  New 
Orleans. 

'92      Lisa  Lynette  Himes  lives  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  She  was 
involved  with  Black  Student  Association, 
NAACP  (chaplain).  Peer  Leaders 
Coalition,  and  Housing  and  Food  Service. 
She  now  is  a  loan  processor  at  Hibernia 
National  Bank. 

'92      Benjamin  Dranguet  is  in  the 
U.S.  Marine  Corps  stationed  in 
Washington,  D.C.  His  duties  involve 
security  for  the  Presidential  Helicopter 
Squadron.  He  is  engaged  to  be  married. 

'93      Richard  Zulick  is  an  investment 
officer  for  Institutional  Sales  at  Hibernia 
National  Bank.  He  was  involved  with 
Kappa  Alpha  Order  and  Phi  Beta  Lambda. 
He  lives  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 


'93      Leonard  Hcdrick  is  a  student  at 
LSU  School  of  Dentistry.  He  is  married 
to  Staci  Crooks  Hcdrick  ('93).  He  was 
involved  with  the  football  team.  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  and  FCA. 
They  live  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

'93      Harlan  Hughes  was  on  the 
football  team.  He  is  an  account  executive 
for  Dean  Witter  Reynolds  Inc.  and  lives  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'93      Stan  Broome  is  a  student  at 
LSU  Law  School  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana.  He  was  president  of  Kappa 
Alpha  in  '92  and  Blue  Key  president  in 
'93.  He  lives  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

'93      Tina  Foret  Deville  and  Dennis 
Deville  (attended  NSU)  live  in  Mclairie, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  Phi  Mu 
Fraternity,  Pom  Pon  Line,  SGA,  the 
Current  Sauce  and  PRSSA.  She  is 
director  of  sales  and  marketing  at 
Celebration  Station  in  Metairie. 

'93      Bryan  Randolph  is  a  medical 
student  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  was 
involved  with  TKE,  Order  of  Omega  and 
Beta  Beta  Beta. 

'93      Shelisa  LaKay  Theus  lives  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  She  was 
involved  with  Student  Activities  Board, 
Student  Government  Association,  Peer 
Leaders  Coalition,  Freshman  Connector, 
Resident  Assistant,  and  1992 
Homecoming  Court.  She  is  now  the 
coordinator  of  residential  services  at 
Northwestern  State  University. 

'93      Karen  Mitchel  Walker  is 
married,  has  two  children  and  lives  in 
Taylor,  Texas.    She  was  in  the  Criminal 
Justice  Club.  She  now  works  as  a  records 
technician  for  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety  -  Crime  Records  in  Austin, 
Texas. 

'93      Jeffrey  Neely  and  his  wife, 
Janelle  Ainsworth  Neely  ('93)  live  in 
Austin,  Texas.  He  was  involved  with 
Kappa  Sigma.  He  is  a  copywriter  for 
Michael  Carter  Company. 

'93      Janelle  Ainsworth  Neely  and 
Jeffrey  Frank  Neely  ('93)  live  in  Austin, 
Texas.  She  was  in  Tri  Sigma.  She  is  a 
kindergarten  teacher  at  Jollyville 
Elementary  School. 

'93      Leigh  Ann  Flynn  lives  in 
Alexandria,  Louisiana.  She  was  involved 
with  the  Current  Sauce,  SPJ  and  PRSSA. 
She  is  now  a  copy  editor  for  the 
Alexandria  Daily  Town  Talk. 
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f\  ne  would  imagine  that 
\J  after  teaching  students 
for  50  years  that  Clara 
Walker  Koeffer  might  have  a 
hard  time  remembering  her 
own  days  as  a  student.  But 
one  mention  of  the  words 
Normal  School,  and  it's  just 
as  if  it  were  yesterday. 

"I  was  just  a  green  country  girl  in 
the  beginning,"  Koeffer  said.  "With 
the  exception  of  my  mother  passing 
away  my  first  year  in  college,  my 
days  at  the  Normal  School  were 
some  of  the  most  pleasant  memories 
I  have.  Everyone  there  was  so  kind 
and  considerate  of  the  personal 
trauma  that  was  taking  place  in  my 
life." 

Koeffer  started  college  at  the  age 
of  15.  She  was  involved  in  the 
National  Latin  Honor  Society  as  well 
as  the  Honorary  History  Society.  In 
the  beginning,  it  was  tough  for 
Koeffer  to  finance  her  college 
education.  "I  didn't  get  a  working 
scholarship  when  I  first  started 
college,"  Koeffer  stated.  "However 
after  half  a  year  of  school,  they 
evaluated  my  grades  and  from  then 
on  I  worked  in  Dr.  Alexander's 
office  to  help  pay  for  school." 
Majoring  in  English,  Koeffer  had 
enough  credit  hours  to  have  majored 
in  history  and  Latin  as  well. 

At  that  time,  the  dormitories  were 
designed  with  sleeping  porches. 
"Everyone  slept  in  this  one  big  room 
full  of  beds,"  Koeffer  said.  "We  had 
to  be  in  by  10  p.m.  and  the  dorm 
matron  was  a  stickler  for  the  rules. 
Still,  my  experience  there  was  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  times  in  my  life." 


Koeffer  attributes  one  of  her  most  liberating  memories  for 
women  to  the  Normal  School.  "While  I  was  working  in  Dr. 
Alexander's  office,  I  remember  another  girl  working  with  me," 
Koeffer  stated.  "I  recall  that  she  was  learning  to  fly  airplanes 
which  was  something  that  women  didn't  study  in  college  at  that 
time.  She  said  to  me  one  day  that  she  was  very  scared  about  her 
upcoming  solo  flight." 

"We  both  knew  that  if  she  could  get  through  this  that  she 
would  be  just  fine,"  Koeffer  added.  "Well  she  passed  and  I  can 
still  recall  how  much  I  admired  her  for  persevering." 

Upon  graduating  from  Normal  School  in  1942,  Koeffer  had 
the  opportunity  to  get  her  master's  at  Columbia  University.  "My 
sociology  professor  was  able  to  help  me  obtain  a  scholarship  to 
Columbia,"  Koeffer  said.  "It  had  been  my  dream  to  go  there. 
Unfortunately,  I  was  unable  to  accept  it  because  it  wouldn't  pay 
for  everything  and  I  couldn't  afford  the  rest." 

So  Koeffer  accepted  her  first  job  teaching  high  school  in 
Singer.  "I  was  crazy  about  those  kids,"  Koeffer  stated.  "I  took 
an  active  interest  in  their  lives.  I  would  go  to  their  homes  and 
have  coffee  with  their  parents." 

"It  reminds  me  now  of  the  television  show  Christi,"  Koeffer 
added.  "I  recall  not  liking  coffee  very  much  until  then  and  to  this 
day  I  have  to  have  my  two  cups  in  the  morning." 

Her  first  year  out,  Koeffer  met  a  "tall,  handsome  soldier"  by 
the  last  name  of  Robinson  who  she  was  married  to  for  six  years. 
During  those  six  years,  the  Robinson's  moved  to  Arizona  where 
Koeffer  taught  for  three  years  and  had  two  children,  Tom  and 
Diane. 

"At  that  time  in  Arizona,  tenure  started  coming  into  play," 
Koeffer  said.  "So  the  majority  of  the  people  at  my  school  were 
fired.  It  was  something  that  was  happening  all  over  die  state." 

Deciding  to  make  a  new  start  with  her  family,  Koeffer  packed 
the  car  up  and  headed  to  Glendale,  California.  "I  started  over," 
Koeffer  slated.  "Here  I  was  a  single  parent  with  two  children, 
one  of  which  was  not  quite  one  year  old,  making  my  way  in 
California.  Luckily  I  met  a  lot  of  kind  people  along  the  way  who 
were  generous  enough  to  help  me." 

Also  along  the  way,  Koeffer  got  her  master's  degree  and  her 
general  secondary  certificate  which  enabled  her  to  teach  grades 
four  through  12.  With  the  exception  of  taking  off  when  her 
children  were  very  young,  Koeffer  has  taught  school  for  the  past 
50  years. 

Her  daughter  encourages  her  to  retire,  but  now  Koeffcr's 
granddaughter,  Diana  Dcnisc  (D.D.)  is  in  college  getting  her 
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degree  in  education.  "I  would  like  to 
remain  in  touch  with  the  teaching 
field  so  that  I  can  help  D.D.,"  Koeffcr 
said.  "My  daughter  wants  me  to 
retire  and  take  my  trip  to  Australia 
that  I've  been  planning.  But  I  feel 
like  I  have  one  or  two  more  years  that 
I  can  still  put  into  teaching." 

Koeffer  has  been  saving  a  few 
dollars  each  month  for  the  past  27 
years  for  her  trip  down  under.  So 
what  would  make  a  person  put  off 
their  dream  trip  for  another  two  years 
of  work?  "I  love  teaching,"  Koeffer 
stated.  "It's  different  year  after  year. 
Plus  I  feel  very  fortunate  that  so  many 
people  have  helped  me  in  my  life  that 
I  want  to  give  something  back.  I  try 
to  help  others  in  unobtrusive  ways." 
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'93      Elbert  Lewis  and  his  wife,  De 
Anna  Brown  Lewis  ('95)  live  in  Bossier 
City,  Louisiana.  He  was  involved  with  the 
Church  of  Christ  Club.  He  is  now  an 
insurance  agent  for  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau. 

'93       Jon  Arnold  and  his  wife,  Susan 
Henry  Arnold  ('94)  live  in  Brandon, 
Mississippi.  He  was  involved  with  Kappa 
Alpha  Order  and  Blue  Key.  Susan  was 
involved  with  Phi  Mu  Fraternity.  He  is  now 
an  account  manager  at  Emery  Worldwide  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi  and  she  is  an  RN  at 
River  Oaks  Hospital  in  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

'93       Jean  Salzgeber  Heldstab  is 
married,  has  three  children  and  lives  in 
Rayville,  Missouri.  She  is  a  marketing 
manager  for  Volume  Mart  in  Excelsior 
Springs,  Missouri. 

'93       Richard  Turpen  is  married  and 
lives  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  He  is  an 
officer  for  the  Shreveport  Police 
Department. 

'94      Diana  Bolen  Shafer  and  George 
Robert  Shafer  III  ('92)  live  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the  band 
and  Sigma  Alpha  Iota.  She  is  an  AS400 
programmer  for  Community  Health 
Network. 

'94       Billy  Stone  was  involved  with 
Student  Personnel  Association  at 
Northwestern.  He  lives  in  Houston,  Texas. 

'94      Anna  Sepulvado  Fletcher  and 
William  Andrew  Fletcher  ('90)  live  in  Las 
Vegas,  Nevada.  She  is  a  word  processor/ 
secretary  with  Las  Vegas  Court  of  Appeals. 


'94       Lisa  Michelle  Simms  lives  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  She  was  involved 
with  the  BSU,  Pom  Pon  line.  Student 
Government  Association  and  SPADA.  She 
is  employed  at  NSU  as  Sabine  Dorm  house 
director. 

'94      Kim  Dowden  Hopkins  is  married 
and  lives  in  Tucker,  Georgia.  She  was 
involved  with  Phi  Mu  Fraternity,  Student 
Government  Association,  and  PRSSA.  She 
is  a  teacher  at  Georgia  Northeast  Atlanta 
Christian  School. 

'94       Traci  McPhearson  Ramsey  is 
married,  has  one  child  and  lives  in  Bossier 
City,  Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the 
National  Association  of  Industrial 
Technology.  She  is  a  CAD  designer  for 
Frymaster  Corporation  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

'94       Sarah  Ashley  Peterson  lives  in 
College  Station,  Texas.  She  was  involved 
with  Pom  Pon  Line,  NSU  Dance/Theatre 
Ensemble,  batgirls,  SPJ,  PRSSA,  Flag 
Corps,  SAB,  KNWD  disc  jockey  and 
Current  Sauce  staff.  She  is  now  a  police 
reporter  for  The  Bryan/College  Station  Eagle 
in  Bryan,  Texas. 

'94      Paul  Arevalo  lives  in  Bryan, 
Texas.  He  was  a  four  year  Lettennan  in 
NSU  Football.  He  is  a  boot  camp  drill 
instructor  for  Brazos  County  Juvenile 
Services. 

'95      Heather  Rose  is  a  teacher  for  the 
Houston  Independent  School  District.  She 
was  involved  with  Phi  Mu  and  SAM.  She 
has  one  child  and  lives  in  Friendswood, 
Texas. 

'95      Jason  Saunders  is  married  to 
Rebecca  Davis  Saunders  ('93).  He  was 
involved  with  BSU,  NSU  Track  Team,  and 
the  Intercollegiate  Studies  Institute.  He  is  a 
community  connector  for  Waves  Inc.  They 
live  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

'95      Tina  Ellis  Putnam  is  a  family 
nurse  practitioner.  She  and  her  husband  live 
at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 

'95       Cheryl  Perot  Donatio  is  a  business 
education  teacher  at  St.  Mary's  High  School. 
She  is  married,  has  two  children  and  they 
live  in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana. 

'95      Cathy  Lyn  Wilson  is  a 
management  trainee  for  Enterprise  Leasing. 
She  was  involved  with  Pom  Pon  Line,  NSU 
Alumni  Association  and  Phi  Beta  Lambda. 
She  lives  in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

'95       Elizabeth  Irene  DeBusk  Caskey  is 
married,  has  one  child  and  lives  in  Bossier 
City,  Louisiana.  She  was  involved  with  the 
Student  Nurses  Association  and  the  Student 
Government  Association.  She  is  a  staff 
nurse  at  LSU  Medical  Center. 


'95  Kelly  Dew  Longlois  lives  in 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana.  She  leaches  at 
Parks  Elementary. 

'95       Tcrri  Lynne  Smart  lives  in  New 
Iberia,  Louisiana  and  is  a  seventh  grade 
exploratory  math  teacher  at  Iberia  Middle 
School.  She  was  involved  with  Kappa  Delta 
Pi,  Phi  Kappa  Phi  and  Alpha  Lambda  Delta. 

'95       Linda  Cranford  Hickman  is 
married  and  has  three  children.  She  is 
assistant  director  of  education  at  St.  Frances 
Cabrini  Hospital.  She  and  her  family  live  in 
Alexandria,  Louisiana. 

'95       Paul  Johnson  is  an  RN  in  ICU  at 
Willis  Knighton  Medical  Center.   He  was 
involved  with  Kappa  Alpha  Order.  I  le  li ves 
in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'95       William  Laceky  is  married  and 
lives  in  Austin,  Texas.  He  was  involved 
with  IEEE,  Phi  Eta  Sigma  and  the  band.  He 
is  an  engineer  technician  with  applied 
materials  in  Austin.  His  wife,  Charlotte 
Michelle  Laceky,  is  a  student  at  NSU. 

'95       Betty  Chatfield  Sykes  is  married 
and  lives  in  Leesville,  Louisiana. 

'95       Steven  Clinger  is  an  RN  at  Willis 
Knighton  South  Hospital.  He  was  involved 
with  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  BSU  and  SNA.  He  lives 
in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

'95       Ulisa  Ward  Walker  is  married  and 
has  one  child.  She  was  involved  with  BSA. 
She  is  a  clerk  III  in  the  Registar's  office  at 
NSU  and  lives  in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana. 


Deceased 

'22       Irma  J.  Yarborough,  Columbia, 
Louisiana,  March  5,  1995. 

'33        Edith  Mary  Miller  Stubblefield, 
Welsh,  Louisiana,  February  13,  1995. 

'34       William  Glenn  Lilly,  Florien, 
Louisiana,  December  23,  1994. 

'38       William  Vance  Sowers,  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  September  15,  1995. 

'42       Edwin  P.  Guillory,  Hcssmcr, 
Louisiana. 

'42       Jett  H.  Ricks,  Liule  Rock,  Arkansas, 
June  4,  1995. 

'43        Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Caldwell, 
Gainsville,  Florida,  September  5,  1995. 

'53       R  D  Skains,  Winnfield,  Louisiana, 
July  9,  1993. 

'59       Oliver  W.  Starks,  Spring,  Texas, 
March  28,  1995. 

'73       Myron  B.  Smith,  DeVille, 
Louisiana,  April  11,  1994. 

'78       Dr.  Barbara  Gayle  Matthews, 
Weatherford,  Oklahoma.  January  24.  1996. 
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Bailey  served  five  years  as  dean  of 

science  degree  in  business 
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Graduate  Studies  and  Research.  She 

administration  from  Northwestern. 

had  served  as  chairman  of  the 

Her  honors  included  being  selected 

■  "*•**■ 

Department  of  Education  for  one 

as  the  first  president  of  the 

I        # 

year,  head  of  the  Department  of 

Association  of  Louisiana  University 

/ 

Elementary  Education  for  seven 

Teachers  of  Reading  in  1975-76, 

years,  director  of  the  Education 

receiving  the  NSU  College  of 

Resources  Information  Center's 

Education  Distinguished  Faculty 

.  #  f.yr.  <■  /; 

Reading  Resource  for  eight  years  and 

Chair  Award  in  1976-77  and  being 

director  of  the  Reading  Center  for 

awarded  an  honorary  membership  in 

A     scholarship  has  been 
1\.  established  at  Northwestern 

four  years. 

the  Central  Louisiana  Reading 

Under  Bailey's  direction, 

Council  in  1978.  In  1989,  the 

State  University  in  memory  of  Dr. 

Northwestern  initiated  its  graduate 

Northwestern  State  University 

Mildred  H.  Bailey,  former  dean  of  the 

program  in  reading  in  1966  and 

Council  of  University  Research 

School  of  Graduate  Studies  and 

awarded  the  first  master's  degree  in 

Institute  Administrators  honored 

Research  at  Northwestern  State 

reading  in  Louisiana  in  1967. 

Bailey  by  naming  its  annual 

University. 

She  held  a  doctor  of  education 

outstanding  faculty  research  award  in 

The  Mildred  H.  Bailey  Scholarship 

degree  in  elementary  education, 

her  honor. 

will  be  awarded  to  a  junior  level 

reading  and  language  arts  from  the 

Contributions  may  be  made  to  the 

elementary  education  major  at  NSU 

University  of  Mississippi.  Bailey 

Mildred  H.  Bailey  Scholarship  in  care 

who  shows  outstanding  promise  as  a 

earned  a  master  of  arts  in  education  in 

of  the  NSU  Foundation,  Northwestern 

teacher. 

elementary  teaching  and  a  bachelor  of 

State  University,  Natchitoches,  LA 
71497.  For  more  information,  contact 
Elisc  James  at  (318)  357-4414. 

They  returned,  150  strong —  former  students  whose  combined  graduations  spanned  the  years 
from  1917  through  1945  —  to  attended  the  annual  Fifty  Plus  Reunion,  held  this  past 
November  in  the  Sylvan  Friedman  Student  Union  at  Northwestern.  Sponsored  by  the  Alumni 
Association,  the  reception  was  accented  with  smiling  faces,  as  former  classmates  reminisced  about 
their  Normal  or  State  College  experiences.  The  reunion  concluded  with  the  luncheon  pictured 
above. 
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Delaney  leads  seven  state  sports 
heroes  into  the  Louisiana  (Sports 
Writer's  Hall  of  Fame  1996  induction  class 

m  i  ootball  greats  Isiah  Robertson,  Joe  Delaney  and 
w^    Roosevelt  Taylor  and  Olympic  gymnast  Kathy  Johnson 
JL        are  among  seven  state  sports  heroes  elected  for 
induction  in  the  Louisiana  Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

Also  elected  were  basketball  standout  Mike  Green,  along  with 
baseball's  Earl  "Moose"  Wilson  and  Oliver  Marcelle. 

Robertson,  a  New  Orleans  native  and  Southern  graduate,  was  a  six- 
time  All-Pro  linebacker  in  a  12-year  NFL  career.  Taylor,  also  from 
New  Orleans  and  a  Grambling  graduate,  won  All-Pro  honors  as  a 
defensive  back  in  his  12  seasons  in  the  NFL. 

Delaney  was  a  two-sport  All-American  at  Northwestern  State 
who  won  "Rookie  of  the  Year"  honors  in  1982  as  a  running  back 
with  Kansas  City.  The  Haughton  product  was  part  of 
Northwestern 's  NCAA  champion  4x100  meter  relay  team  inl981. 

Johnson,  a  two-time  All-America  gymnast  at  Centenary,  was  part  of 
the  U.S.  Olympic  team  in  1980  and  1984.  She  won  two  medals,  a  team 
silver  and  an  individual  bronze,  at  the  1984  Olympiad  in  Los  Angeles. 

Green  set  Louisiana  Tech  basketball  career  records  for  points  and 
rebounds.  He  was  the  national  college  division  "Player  of  the  Year"  in 
1973  and  played  seven  seasons  in  the  ABA  and  NBA. 

Wilson,  a  hard-throwing  right-hander  from  Ponchatoula,  spent  1 1 
seasons  in  the  big  leagues  and  won  121  games,  including  22  in  1967 
when  he  led  the  American  League  in  victories. 

Marcelle,  a  Thibodaux  native,  was  one  of  the  most  talented  Negro 
League  players  in  the  1920s.  A  1952  poll  named  him  as  the  Negro 
League's  all-time  greatest  third  baseman,  ahead  of  two  future  Baseball 
Hall  of  Fame  inductees. 

The  seven  will  be  formally  inducted  in  the  Louisiana  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame  on  Saturday,  June  22,  in  Natchitoches  at  a  banquet  capping  two 
days  of  festivities.  Also  honored  will  be  the  recipients  of  the  LSWA's 
Distinguished  Service  Award  in  Sports  Journalism. 
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The  1996  induction  class  will 
swell  Hall  of  Fame  membership 
to  172.  The  seven  new  names 
were  added  by  vote  of  a  25- 
member  LSWA  selection 
committee.  The  panel  considered 
118  nominees  in  21  different 
categories  for  this  year's 
induction  class. 


Delaney  was  an  Ail- 
American  star  in  football 
and  track  at  Haughton  High 
and  Northwestern  State.  He  was 
the  American  Football 
Conference  "Rookie  of  the 
Year"  in  1982,  when  he  set  four 
Kansas  City  rushing  records 
with  1,121  yards  on  234  carries 
—  including  a  team-record  193- 
yard  game. 

Delaney  came  to  NSU  as  a 
wide  receiver  and  switched  to 
tailback,  a  new  position.  He 
ended  his  Demon  football 
career  as  the  school's  all-time 
rushing  leader  with  3,047  yards 
on  615  carries,  a  5.0  average, 
and  scored  27  touchdowns.  He 
had  a  school-record  11  100-yard 
games  in  his  career  and  three 
over  200,  including  253  and  231 


in  back-to-back  games. 

He  set  a  school,  state  and 
Division  I-AA  record  as  a 
sophomore,  rushing  for  299 
yards  and  three  touchdowns  in  a 
28-18  win  over  Nicholls  State. 
His  No.  44  jersey  was  retired  at 
halftime  of  his  final  game  as  a 
Demon. 

In  track,  Delaney  set  school 
records  in  the  100  (10.3)  and  200 
(20.6)  meter  dashes  and  was  a 
two-time  All-American.  He  ran 
the  second  leg  on  the  Demons' 
1981  NCAA  Division  I  champion 
4x100  relay  team  that  outlegged 
Carl  Lewis  and  Houston  and 
Herschel  Walker's  Georgia 
team,  among  others,  at  the 
national  meet  in  Baton  Rouge. 

He  drowned  in  June  1983  in  a 
heroic  attempt  to  rescue  three 
children. 

Some  of  the  greatest  figures  in 
American  and  even  world  sports 
history  are  included  in  the 
Louisiana  Sports  Hall  of  Fame, 
founded  in  1958.  Among  the 
inductees  are  names  like  Mel 
Blount,  Vida  Blue,  Terry 
Bradshaw,  Lou  Brock,  Buck 
Buchanan,  Chris  Cagle,  Billy 
Cannon,  John  David  Crow,  Willie 
Davenport,  Willie  Davis,  Bill 
Dickey,  Joe  Ferguson,  Grits 
Gresham,  Ron  Guidry,  Elvin 
Hayes,  Charlie  Joiner,  Bert  Jones, 
Bo  Lamar,  Ernie  Ladd,  Charlie 
McClendon,  Max  McGee,  Archie 
Manning,  Pete  Maravich,  Rod 
Milburn,  Willis  Reed,  Eddie 
Robinson,  Jackie  Smith,  Y.A. 


Tittle,  Doug  Williams  and  Tank 
Younger. 

The  24th  annual  Hall  of  Fame 
Induction  Weekend  June  2 1  -22  in 
Natchitoches  will  include  a  Friday 
night  reception,  a  Saturday 
morning  press  conference,  a 
scramble  golf  tournament,  a  tour 
of  historic  Natchitoches,  a 
reception  at  the  Hall  of  Fame  in 
Prather  Coliseum,  and  the 
induction  banquet  and  cerembnies 
in  the  Student  Union  Ballroom  at 
Northwestern  State  University. 

The  Hall  of  Fame  has  a 
permanent  home  at  Northwestern, 
where  beautiful  portraits  of  the 
165  current  members  and 
memorabilia  from  their  careers  are 
on  display  year-round.  There  is  no 
admission  charge. 

Tickets  for  this  year's  Hall  of 
Fame  activities  are  on  sale  now, 
said  Hall  of  Fame  director  Doug 
Ireland.  Banquet  tickets  are  $20. 
For  information  and  ticket  orders 
call  318-357-6467. 
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Please  fill  this  page  out  as  completely  as  possible.  We  are  revising  our  computer 
system  and  your  information  updates  are  vital  to  making  the  system  work.  The 
information  from  this  form  is  also  used  for  entries  in  the  "Class  Notes"  section.  Please  make  a  copy  of  this 
page  and  give  it  to  any  NSU  graduate  who  may  not  be  on  our  list.  We  can't  keep  in  touch  with  you  if  we 
can't  find  you!  Thank  you 
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HEART  MODE  THAN  OLD  FRIENDS. 

EXCEPT  NEW  ONES. 


wr;  need  all  our  old  friends  and  many  new  ones  to  continue  to 

EXPAND  OUR  SUPPORT  OF  NORTHWESTERN  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
ENJOY  THE  BENEFITS  OF  ACTIVE  MEMBERSHIP. 
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The  Alumni  Association  hosted  a  50-year  reunion  for  the  Class  of  1946  during  Spring  Com- 
mencement exercises.  The  graduates  were  honored  at  a  reception  at  the  Alumni  House  and 
during  the  commencement  ceremonies  when  they  received  their  second  diploma  in  recognition  of 
the  50th  anniversary  of  their  graduation. 

Half  of  the  92  graduates  of  1946  responded  by  asking  that  their  second  diploma  be  mailed.  Pictured 
above  are  the  seven  classmates  who  attended  the  reunion.  Standing  from  left  to  right  are  Dorothy 
Moses  McFatter,  Polly  Lou  Hicks  Sepulvado.  Louis  R.  Perkins.  Peggy  Meredith  Brady,  Rosemary 
Watts  Rader,  Mary  Bess  Prestridge  Schleif  and  Marion  Berard  Courtios.  Members  of  the  class  of 
1946  will  also  be  special  guests  at  Homecoming  on  Oct.  18  &  19. 


Plan  to  attend  Homecoming  on  Oct.  18&19 


08frSK)SdSn'ON 
iiiujGd  ieisod 

pied  86ejsod 

SSBIO  PU008S 


Z00-L6VU  BUB!Sino-|  'saipoijipjEN 

Al!SJ8A!un  ajEJS  uj8JS8mijijon 

sumnioQ  luiuniv  am 


Volume  IX  Number  2  Summer  1996 


nwrhfa 


111 

NSU 

i\ 

k 

IP 


at  Homecoming  on  Oct,  18&19 


Jniversity 

Louisiana  System 


■■r.x 


H 

■  ■ 


m 


